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Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

29th February, 2024 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 

MARCH  

Friday 1st March Masters Month Begins 

Monday 4th Athletics Carnival Grades 3-6 

Thursday 7th Prep/New Parents Morning Tea  

Friday 8th Sausage Sizzle and Easter Raffle drawn 

Monday 11th LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 

Wednesday 13th NAPLAN Writing 

Thursday 14th NAPLAN Reading 

Thursday 14th Junior Athletics afternoon 1:30pm-3:30pm 

Monday 18th NAPLAN L&C 

Tuesday 19th EDEC Athletics (Select Students) 

Wednesday 20th NAPLAN Maths 

Wednesday 20th School Council AGM 

Thursday 21st Close The Gap Day 

Friday 22nd  Icy Pole Day and Easter Raffle Drawn 

Gembrook Primary School 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational education  

community, providing a safe and supportive learning  

environment that enables a personalised,  

engaging and challenging learning program. Our objective is for  

students to achieve the academic, social, emotional and  

physical growth to thrive in a global society  

SUN SMART ‘HATS ON’  
FOR ALL OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 

Hats are available for purchase at the School office ($10) 

Gembrook Primary School respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional owners of the 
land on which we meet, share ideas and work together. We also pay our respects to their  
elders past, present and emerging. 



 

 

A note from Mrs Drew…. 

 

Dear Families and Friends,  
 
Term 1 is always a busy term and with the recent weather events, it seems even busier. I am hoping families 
are gaining some normality now. 
 
Weather 
Well we have certainly had an interesting few weeks with our Summer weather. I appreciate everyone’s posi-
tive responses to Fire Ratings information and we hope it is clearer to understand the school’s position during 
the higher rated days. 
We will always encourage families to enact their fire plans when you feel the need.  
Throughout these days, I have been particularly proud of our teachers and students to continue the learning 
and keeping the days as “normal” as possible. 
If any families are experiencing anxiousness from the storms, there are supports available, so please contact 
me. 
 
Gastro and other highly infectious illness. 
I want to alert our school community that when your child becomes ill with vomiting, etc., that they must stay 
at home for 24-48 hours. These types of illnesses are highly contagious and affect everyone differently. 
We have a student in Prep that would require hospitalisation and would become life-threatened, if they caught 
gastro or other highly infectious diseases. So, we ask again, if your child is unwell with gastro, please keep 
them home and alert the school ASAP. 
 
Update on the Substantive Principal position 
Our new Senior Education Improvement Leader (SEIL) Kerrie Anderson attended a School Council extraordi-
nary meeting and special staff meeting to introduce the Principal recruitment process. The Substantial Princi-
pal position is currently being advertised. 
 
Inclusive Sensory Garden 
Our Inclusive Sensory Garden is almost complete. If you get an opportunity to have a look, you will see an 
exciting space developing very quickly. The students are very excited to explore the new playground addi-
tions. The design was based around the space being a quiet and relaxing part of the school for students to be 
able to touch and feel different surfaces and plants. It is coming along perfectly. 
 
Term 1 2024 
Events that have happened 
 

‘Getting To Know You’ teacher/parent/student interviews.  
GPS Swimming Carnival  
Whole school Information Learning Walk and Q & A  
Curriculum Day  

 
Up and coming events for this term include: 

Prep and new parent’s morning tea Thursday 15th February 9:30am  
3-6 Athletics Carnival 
Junior Athletics 
Sausage Sizzle 
Easter Raffle 
NAPLAN for grade 3 and 5 students 
Launch of March Master Month 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
High Expectations – School uniform! 
Thank you to a majority of students and families for adhering to our school uniform policy. 
I still need to remind families that black bike shorts are not part of our school uniform. A number of girls are 
wearing these now and they do not comply with our uniform policy. Please speak to your child about this. I 
would like to also remind families that naming uniforms will assist in returning any lost items. 
 
2024 New Parents Welcome Morning Tea 
All Prep parents, and parents who are new to our beautiful school are invited to a morning tea on Thursday 
7th March. at 9:30am.  This will be a great opportunity to get to know each other in a friendly and relaxed 
environment, so please come along and celebrate the beginnings of a wonderful experience at Gembrook Pri-
mary School.   
 
Running Club 2024 with Mr. A 
It has been awesome watching students participating in running club, and clearly this is engaging them to get 
to school early to be involved in an activity they enjoy. Thanks Mr. A for volunteering your time. 
 
Time: 8.15-8.45am Tuesday mornings 
Location: Meet Mr Adnam on the oval  
Bring: runners, and drink bottle and any essential asthma medication. 
 
All students and parents/ carers are welcome to come along and participate. but please only bring your child if 
they have the intention of improving their fitness and consistently building up running skills. 
 
 
Have a great week everyone. 
Kind Regards 
Kerri Drew 

 
 

Swimming Carnival  
Tuesday 20th February 



 

 

 
School Council Snapshot from the 21st February 2024 
 

This was the final meeting for the 2023 school council team and the first meeting for the student  
representative to school council for 2024. We welcome Flynn, from grade 6, to school council. 
 
School Review 
 
The Review Panel leader, Karen Patten, visited school council to present her report on the school review, 
which was conducted in the latter half of 2023. The report included the progress that was made towards the 
goals set in 2019, and the Goals and Key Improvement Strategies identified for 2024-2027. Councillors were 
asked to reflect on the school’s strengths and reasons for celebration, what is exciting about the prospects for 
the next four years, any surprises in the report and anything that they wondered about the future.  
The reviewer was enthusiastic about having the opportunity to review a school with strong direction in  
student learning and teacher development, a calm orderly environment, and genuine commitment to  
improvement. She complimented the school in their commitment to all staff, students and parents being  
involved in the review and the open, honest, and reflective discussion. 
 
There were identified strengths that will underpin our continued school improvement: 
 The movement towards empowering students with goal setting and understanding the why and how of 

their learning. 
 Strengthening our teacher data evaluation literacy, specifically using formative data 
 Continuing with our whole school instructional approach  
 School leadership is open, honest and committed to improvements in all aspects of the school. 
 Palpable positive momentum to continue the school improvement journey. 

 
Substantive Principal Recruitment: 
 
An extraordinary school council meeting was held on the 7th of February, which was led by the Senior  
Educational Improvement Leader, to inform school council on the rigorous process the Department and 
School Council enter into to recruit a substantive Principal. The position is currently being advertised. 
 
Meeting Dates for 2024: 
 
Visitors are welcome to attend school council meetings to observe the workings of council, however it is  
procedure to contact the Principal in advance of the meeting. 
 
The dates for 2024 are: 
1. 20th March 2024 (AGM & General Meeting) 
2. 22nd May 2024 
3. 19th June 2024 
4. 21st August 2024 
5. 18th September 2024 
6. 23rd October 2024 
7. 20th November 2024 
 
Curriculum Days 2024 
 
Curriculum days for 2024 have been confirmed as: 

23/2/2024 
17/5/2024 
20/12/2024 (last day of school year) 

 



 

 

Finance: 

The Finance committee reported on the sound position for the months of November and December 2023 and 
January 2024. This included the end of calendar year position and the financial commitment summary which 
details where the funds held will be directed. The PFA fundraising was celebrated with the funds raised sup-
porting new seating and items for the sensory play area which is still under development in front of the library. 
The required ratification of bank account signatories, order signatories, EFTPOS control and operators, and 
school purchasing cards has been put in place for 2024.  

Policies 

The following finance policies were ratified by school council.  

Cash Handling Policy 

Electronic Funds Management Policy 

Purchasing Card Policy 

Parent Refund Policy 

Councillors were also directed to the 2019 Department of Education Gifts, benefits, and Hospitality Policy. 

Excursions, Camps and Activities: 

House Athletics Carnival was approved for Monday the 4th of March at a cost of $14 covering bus travel and 
athletics track and equipment hire. This carnival will be held at the Cockatoo Athletics track. 

Fundraising 

Sausage sizzle Friday March 8th 

Icy Pole Day Friday March 22nd  

Easter raffle drawn March 22nd  

Kerri Drew  



 

 

FRIDAY 8TH MARCH 

Orders DUE Wednesday 6th March! 

ORDER NOW VIA COMPASS  

FRIDAY 8TH MARCH 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The PFA would like to request donations for our 

annual Easter Raffle  
 

Please bring your donations  
to the school office 

 
Tickets will be on sale 7th March via Compass Canteen 

Easter 

Raffle 



 

 



 

 

Reader of the Week:  Darcy 56B 

Writer of the Week:  Austin PrepA 

Speller of the Week:  Milla 12A 

Mathlete of the Week: Mila 34B 



 

 

 
 

Stella PrepA 
Stella, what a fantastic start to prep you have had. You consistently follow instructions the first time. Thank you for 

keeping our classroom environment positive and calm.  
 

Nate 12A 
Wow Nate! You have made such an impressive start to grade 2. Your attitude and effort towards your learning is  

outstanding. You are organised with your equipment, focused during mini lessons, and you are always willing to help 
those around you. Thank you for being such a positive role model in our class, we are so lucky to have you.  

Awesome start to the year Nate!  
 

Ryan 12B 
Ryan, you are a learning superstar! You give everything your best effort and show outstanding care for your peers.  

Well done on being a positive and engaged learner in our classroom. Keep up the fantastic effort Ryan!  
 

Isla 12C 
Isla, you've kicked off this year in an amazing way! I've noticed how you tackle every learning task with high  

expectations, giving it your all and embracing challenges with a growth mindset. Your positive interactions with your 
peers are truly commendable, creating a welcoming environment for everyone.  

Keep up the fantastic work, Isla! I'm excited to see what the rest of the year holds for you. 
 

Sarah 34A 
Thank you, Sarah, for demonstrating kindness and thoughtfulness towards your peers, and for creating a positive and 

inclusive learning environment. Sarah has demonstrated emerging leadership skills that have already inspired her peers! 
Well done, Sarah!  

 
Tully 34B 

Tully, your commitment to your learning is shining through. You show up every day ready to learn and always present 
with a positive attitude. Thank you for always displaying our school values of Respect and High Expectations. It is a 

pleasure to have you in 3/4B. Well done, Tully! 
 

Hunter 34C 
Thank you, Hunter, for upholding our positive behaviours for learning when in our learning space. The way you show 

respect is outstanding!  
 

Stella 56A 
Stella, I am so proud of your start to the year! Your peers have commented on the kindness you show others, and your 

ability to be on time and on task.  
Well done superstar! 

 
Ned 12B–Art 

You are a watercolour superstar Ned! Not only did you trial your own wet-on-wet technique, but you were generous 
enough to share your wonderful idea with others! Thank you!  

 
Cooper 12A–PE 

Cooper, your effort in P.E. and commitment to running club was outstanding. You have really taken a positive stride in 
athletics!  

 
Cooper 56C–Auslan 

Cooper, you have been outstanding in Auslan. You demonstrated great dedication in ensuring you are accurately signing 
your words.  



 

 

 
 

From the Compass home screen (or from your student’s profile), click the Add Attendance Note item. 

From the pop-up window  

Select the reason 

Enter a brief description of the absence 

Select the start and finish time 

SMS Link 

If your child is marked as absent without prior 

approval you will receive a message contain-

ing a link. When you follow the link, you will 

have the opportunity to explain the absence. 



 

 

Update Contact Information 

Please inform the school if your contact information changes.   
Changes can be made on the COMPASS app or by contacting the school  
office. We must be able to contact you in case your child is sick or has been 
injured. If the primary carers / parents don’t respond, the emergency  
contacts provided on your child’s enrolment form will be contacted. 

Anaphylaxis / Food Allergy 
 There are a growing number of children who suffer from a variety of  

allergies.   Most serious are those allergic to foods such as nuts, nut products, and dairy 
products, and their severe reaction is known as anaphylaxis.   At Gembrook Primary 

School, we have a child who is in this category. 
  
The teaching staff have a number of procedures in place to ensure that  
appropriate precautions are taken.   Parents are requested to be very conscious of the 
danger that food allergies pose for some children. 
  
We ask you to support the health of children with food allergies by ensuring that your 
child understands that they should not touch food that belongs to someone else and 
should not share food. It would also be appreciated if families could avoid sending prod-
ucts containing nuts (including peanut butter, cookies, muesli bars with nuts etc) to 
school in your child’s lunch.   Peanut butter for breakfast and dinner but not for 
lunch!  It is vitally important to please wash hands  
thoroughly if handling these foods before coming into the school.  
  
If you are sending food for sharing, perhaps for a birthday, we ask that the  
classroom teacher is informed prior to the time, so that the parents of these  
children are given the opportunity to provide a special treat for them on the day. 
Thank you for your understanding. 

Annual privacy reminder  
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for 
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy  
Policy available on the school website.  

Students Late to School 
ALL students who are late to school (as of 9am)  

 
MUST collect a late pass from the office and  

be signed in by a parent 
 

BEFORE they go to class 
Rolls are marked as soon as students arrive in class 

This is to ensure that the school has an accurate roll of students  
who are present 



 

 

A Department of Education  
Mobile Phone and Digital Devices Policy  

came into effect from Term 1, 2020 
Students will be required to switch off and store phones or devices securely 

from the first bell until the last bell each day.  
At Gembrook Primary School students will need to hand in their phone or  
device to the office when they arrive at school and collect it after the  
dismissal bell. Phones will be in a locked filing cabinet throughout the day. 
Families should contact the school office should you need to pass an urgent  

message to your children prior to 3pm. 
The updated school policy has been ratified by school council and is uploaded 

to the school website . 

Conveyance Allowance 2024 
Applications are now available for conveyance allowance for Term 1.  
This allowance is available to Gembrook Primary School students who use a private 
car to travel to school and who live 4.8k or more by the shortest practicable route 
from the school or the last stop on the school bus route and attend the nearest ap-
propriate school at which admission is possible.  
Your application is valid for the entire school year if your circumstances do not 
change.  
Application Forms are available at the school office and should be submitted to the 
school by Friday March 8, 2024. More information about the Conveyance Allowance 
Program is available at hhttp://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/finance/
Pages/conveyance.aspx  

RUNNING CLUB 
Tuesdays before school: 8.15 - 8.45am  

At Running Club, students will have the chance to participate in additional  

exercise and training in preparation for upcoming carnivals, and overall  

fitness.  

Each week students will progressively run further and build up their  

endurance, and further develop their athletics skills. 

Please explain to your child that this session is only for those who are  

committed and  

interested in high intensity running and  

improving their fitness.  

Students will need to bring a water bottle, maybe asthma 

medication, hat, and  

appropriate running shoes. 

Parents/carers are also welcome to join in the fun. 

I look forward to meeting you all at the oval. 

Mr Adnam 



 

 

Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) is a whole school approach 
for establishing the social, cultural and individualised expectations 

and supports needed for all students to achieve both social and  
academic success.  



 

 



 

 

Schools on the Bushfire 
At-Risk Register and  

  Category 4 

School preparedness and pre-emptive actions 
for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings indicate how dangerous a fire would be if one started in those conditions and provide clear direc-
tion on the safest options for preserving life. They can be a trigger for action in the community and for school and 
household level fire plans.  
 
Schools and children’s services listed on the Department of Education and Training’s Bushfire At-Risk Regis-
ter (BARR), and those at some lower risk of bushfire or grassfire on the Category 4 list, will be closed when a  
Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast in their Bureau of Meteorology district.  
 
Gembrook Primary School has been identified as a BARR school and our school will close when there is a 
Catastrophic Fire Danger Rating in the CENTRAL fire district. 

  
Schools and early childhood services listed on the Department of Education and Training’s Bushfire At-Risk Regis-
ter (BARR) and those at lower risk of bushfire or grassfire on the Category 4 list take pre-emptive actions on elevat-
ed fire danger days to minimise the risk of being caught in a fire in these conditions. The category of risk (per the 
BARR or Category 4 list) determines the actions that the school or early childhood service will need to take on days 
of elevated fire danger. 
 
Our school will enact its pre-emptive action plan and also plan to close, in liaison with the Regional Director, 
on a day forecasted as Extreme Fire Danger Rating in our local government area (LGA), Cardinia Shire.   

 
The department will advise our school of the potential for a Catastrophic fire danger rating as information be-
comes available, however the pre-emptive closure will be confirmed by 1pm the day prior to Catastrophic fire 
danger day.  Fire danger ratings are forecast by the Bureau of Meteorology up to four days in advance.  
Should a Catastrophic day be forecast, we will notify you of the closure by an SMS, COMPASS and email. If we are 
unable to ascertain whether our message has been delivered, we will attempt to contact you by telephone. A hard 
copy letter will be provided if time allows. Please ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile 
phone numbers.   
Closure of the school due to a forecast Catastrophic day will be CONFIRMED ON THE DAY PRIOR and we 
will provide you with this advice before the end of the school day. 
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  
This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important 
to note that: 

• No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic day. 
• Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days. 
• School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast for the Bureau of Meteorol-

ogy district in which the camp is located, or if the travel involves passing through areas that have Catastrophic 
fire danger. 

• All bus routes that travel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled. 
• Depending on which fire weather district is impacted, bus route cancellations may affect our school. 
 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency 
Management Plan cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters of debris. 



 

 

Schools on the Bushfire 
At-Risk Register and  

  Category 4 

School preparedness and pre-emptive actions 
for the bushfire season Page 2: 

Families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days.  On such 
days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older children.  
 
The Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Catastrophic days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the 
night before or early on the morning of the Catastrophic day. Please ensure your plan includes alternative care ar-
rangements for your children in the event that our school is closed. 
You can access current information about school and early childhood services closures, including those due to 
elevated fire danger, on the Department of Education and Training’s website – see http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  
Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below: 

 VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices 
 VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 
 Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 
 Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency) 

 Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency 

 ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
https://emergency.vic.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency


 

 

 

Latest application date 23/6/2024, 
the sooner the application is made 
the sooner the funds may become  
available. 



 

 

 
19th Hunter 56A 

21st Josh 12C 
22nd Hazel PrepB 
23rd Ari PrepB 
24th Isla 12C 

24th James 12A 
25th Liam 34A 
25th Anna 56B 
28th Josie 12B 

3rd Emmi-Lou 12B 
3rd Abbey 34A 
7th Evita 56A 

 



 

 



 

 


