
 

 

         50 Main Rd GEMBROOK 3783   Ph: 03 5968 1313    Fax: 03 5968 1548    
         email: gembrook.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
        www.gembrookps.vic.edu.au  

Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

18 November 2022 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 

NOVEMBER  

Friday 18th Grade 6 Leadership Speeches 

Tuesday 22nd PBL Reward –Bring your own device 

Thursday 24th Colour Explosion Run 

Friday 25th Book Club Orders Due Back 

Saturday 26th PFA Election Day BBQ  

Monday 28th Delivery of Mango fundraiser orders during this week 

Wednesday 30th Life Ed make up session 

DECEMBER  

Thursday 1st Enterprise Market and Christmas Concert (Christmas Raffle Drawn) 

Friday 2nd Academic Excellence Award Assembly 

Friday 8th Volunteer Morning Tea 11am 

Monday 5th - 9th Grades 1-6 Swimming Program 

Wednesday 7th School Council Dinner 

Tuesday 13th Step Up Day 

Tuesday 13th Prep Information Session 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Thursday 15th Grade 6 Graduation 

Friday 16th Grade 6 Big Day Out 

Monday 19th Last Day of Term 4  — 2.30pm Finish 

Tuesday 20th Curriculum Day (Student free day) 

Gembrook Primary School 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational  

education community, providing a safe and supportive learning  

environment that enables a personalised,  

engaging and challenging learning program.  

Our objective is for students to achieve the academic,  

social, emotional and  

physical growth to thrive in a global society  

Gembrook Primary School respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are 
the traditional owners of the land on which we meet, share ideas and work together. 
We also pay our respects to their elders past, present and emerging. 

Thank you Andrew! 



 

 

A note from Mrs Drew…. 

 
Well, 2022 seems to be absolutely flying by!  Already we are well and truly into the final weeks of school for this year. Of course, 
there is lots happening at school over the next few weeks including Enterprise Market, 2023 Prep Information Meeting, Academic 
Excellence Awards Assembly, Christmas Concert, and Grade 6 Graduation to name a few. Dates and times for these events can be 
found in this newsletter.   
 
As a staff, we often emphasise the importance of finishing every term ‘strong’. This is even more important now that we are ap-
proaching the end of such a busy year. That means going that ‘extra mile’ for our kids when we are feeling weary. It also means 
maintaining high expectations and a positive and enthusiastic mind set. Our students also have an important role to play in finishing 
the year strong. This is such a great opportunity to really reinforce to your child the importance of finishing the year well.  Things 
like wearing the correct school uniform with pride, making sure that we arrive at school on time every day, trying hard in every les-
son and a genuine commitment to gratitude and to caring for each other are simple but important things we can all do in order to 
ensure that we all finish ‘strong’.     
 
Remembrance Day 
Last Friday was such a memorable day. The SRC students and the school captains joined myself, Lisa and Tanya to attend the Re-
membrance Day service at the Gembrook War Memorial. Our students were outstanding and represented the school superbly. When 
The Last Post sounded, every student removed their hats and stood proudly. Many people commented on their respect and humility. 
We were all so proud! Thank you to Dean Prouse for sorting the audio for the service. Our school captains read heart-felt poetry and 
laid the wreath at the cenotaph with a great sense of pride.  
 
Saying goodbye to Andrew 
Following the Remembrance Day service, we dropped into the IGA to say goodbye to Andrew. We definitely surprised him, with 
28 students and a parcel of beautifully written notes of appreciation. Our school has been incredibly supported by Andrew and the 
IGA, and we will never forget his kindness. We will miss you Andrew! 
 
Parent helpers and volunteer’s morning 8th December 2022 
We are blessed with parents, grandparents and volunteers with big hearts who regularly give up their time to assist our school in so 
many ways.  We would like to say ‘thank you’ and invite all mums, dads and volunteers who have assisted in any way throughout 
the year to a morning tea in the staff room on the 8th December at 11am.  Please pass on the invitation! 
 
Step Up Day Tuesday 13th December 
We are very excited to announce that ‘STEP UP DAY’ is taking place on Tuesday 13th December. On this day, students will spend a 
half day from 9:15am – 12:30pm in their 2023 grade with their teacher for next year. This is an important transition event, and is a 
great opportunity for your child to get to know other students in their grade and participate in some great team building and learning 
activities.  Students will be advised of their 2023 grade and teacher at 9:00am on Step Up Day and our 2023 Prep parents will have 
this information as soon as possible. Our Step-Up Day also coincides with Orientation Day where our Grade 6 students attend their 
2023 secondary school.  If you have any queries in relation to Step Up Day, please come and see me. 
 
Colour Explosion 
Not long now until we have our Colour Explosion Fun Run. That means there is not much time left to gather sponsorships. Last year 
we made a wonderful profit and we are hoping for a similar engagement and response from our families. Keep promoting everyone! 
 
Remember to; 

Bring an old white t-shirt 
Old clothes (pants and shoes) 
Plastic bag for wet clothes 
Parents and cares have a plastic bag for the car seat, so the amazing colours do not go onto the seats 

Parents are also welcomed to come along to watch the fun had by all. 
 
Fundraising Student 
Jameson Etherington from 1/2F is tackling a sensitive and growing issue. Men’s health and the Movember charity is something 
Jameson is passionate about. As he is too young to grow a moustache, he is growing a mullet instead. Friday 25 th November at as-
sembly, Jameson will be shaving off his mullet, and in the meantime, he is hoping we can support him to raise money for his chari-
ty. Please see the page in the newsletter for the details on how you can contribute. Well done Jameson! 
 
PBL Rewards 
I am so incredibly proud to see the number of PBL Gems coming up to the office. Everyone is so excited to be participating in the 
next reward of Bring Your Own Device (BYOD). So make sure the device is charge and ready for the 22nd of November. 
 
Christian Fraser 
Just a note that Christian Fraser (1/2F teacher) will be away on Long Service Leave for 2 weeks. 
 
Much, Much, More! 
Keep your eyes peeled for the updates on the Enterprise Market, Christmas Carols, and many, many more things to come this year! 
 
Thanks everyone, take care. 
 
Kerri Drew 
 



 

 



 

 

Election Day BBQ – Saturday 26th November  
If you are voting at the Gembrook Primary School voting centre on this day, please bring 
some coins for our Election Day BBQ Fundraiser! Also, if you are able to assist, please contact 
the school at: gembrook.ps@education.vic.gov.au or 5968 1313  
The BBQ will run from 8am to 2pm on the day – so any help you can offer during this time is 
much appreciated.  

 
The following is a persuasive piece written by one of our talented Grade 1 students 

 
Littering Is Bad It Makes Our World Sad 

 

To everyone that litters, I need you to close your eyes, picture your classroom with all the awesome  
equipment. Think how great it will be to learn in it. Now imagine if your classroom was full of stinky  
rubbish. Would you like that?  
 

Did you know plastic bottles go into the ocean and take 450 years to break down? All that rubbish is  
killing our oceans and our sea life. How would you feel if chemicals in plastic started to kill our sea life?  
Turtles thinks plastic bags are jellyfish and UNISA UK says “that littering causes hazardous chemicals to 
leak out of the litter and pollute the soil and nearby water. These chemicals will eventually enter the  
human body via the food chain.”  

 

Also, have you ever thought about how our world is turning into a whirlpool of waste, because everyone is 
littering so much!! On Wednesday while I was walking, I saw someone who threw a white plastic bottle 
on the ground. When he did that, I felt sad. 
 

Think about yourself and you are running on a clear oval. Now think of yourself running on an oval full of 
rubbish. It looks super bad to see rubbish on the ground. It looks like you don’t care about life. Do you 
care about our precious world? If you do care about our world start caring now! 
 

So now you can clearly see that littering is bad for our incredible land. So pleeeeeeaaaaaaaase stop  
littering right now!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Written by Henry 12W 



 

 



 

 

Schools on the Bushfire 
At-Risk Register and Category 4 

School preparedness and pre-emptive actions 
for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings indicate how dangerous a fire would be if one started in those conditions and provide clear di-
rection on the safest options for preserving life. They can be a trigger for action in the community and for school 
and household level fire plans.  
 
Schools and children’s services listed on the Department of Education and Training’s Bushfire At-Risk Register 
(BARR), and those at some lower risk of bushfire or grassfire on the Category 4 list, will be closed when a  
Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast in their Bureau of Meteorology district.  
 
Gembrook Primary School has been identified as a BARR school and our school will close when there is a Cata-
strophic Fire Danger Rating in the CENTRAL fire district. 

  
Schools and early childhood services listed on the Department of Education and Training’s Bushfire At-Risk Register 
(BARR) and those at lower risk of bushfire or grassfire on the Category 4 list take pre-emptive actions on elevated 
fire danger days to minimise the risk of being caught in a fire in these conditions. The category of risk (per the BARR 
or Category 4 list) determines the actions that the school or early childhood service will need to take on days of ele-
vated fire danger. 
 
Our school will enact its pre-emptive action plan and also plan to close, in liaison with the Regional Director, on a 
day forecasted as Extreme Fire Danger Rating in our local government area (LGA), Cardinia Shire.   

 
The department will advise our school of the potential for a Catastrophic fire danger rating as information be-
comes available, however the pre-emptive closure will be confirmed by 1pm the day prior to Catastrophic fire 
danger day.  Fire danger ratings are forecast by the Bureau of Meteorology up to four days in advance.  
Should a Catastrophic day be forecast, we will notify you of the closure by an SMS, COMPASS and email. If we are 
unable to ascertain whether our message has been delivered, we will attempt to contact you by telephone. A hard 
copy letter will be provided if time allows. Please ensure we have your current contact details, including your mo-
bile phone numbers.   
Closure of the school due to a forecast Catastrophic day will be CONFIRMED ON THE DAY PRIOR and we will pro-
vide you with this advice before the end of the school day. 
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  This 
is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important to 
note that: 

• No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic day. 
• Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days. 
• School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast for the Bureau of Meteorol-

ogy district in which the camp is located, or if the travel involves passing through areas that have Cata-
strophic fire danger. 

• All bus routes that travel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled. 
• Depending on which fire weather district is impacted, bus route cancellations may affect our school. 
 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency 
Management Plan cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters of debris. 



 

 

Schools on the Bushfire 
At-Risk Register and Category 4 

School preparedness and pre-emptive actions 
for the bushfire season Page 2: 

Families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days.  On such days, 
children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older children.  
 
The Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Catastrophic days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the 
night before or early on the morning of the Catastrophic day. Please ensure your plan includes alternative care ar-
rangements for your children in the event that our school is closed. 
You can access current information about school and early childhood services closures, including those due to 
elevated fire danger, on the Department of Education and Training’s website – see http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  
Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below: 

 VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices 
 VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 
 Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 
 Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency) 
 Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency) 

 ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters 

Mango Delivery 
 

Mango Fundraiser Orders to be  
delivered in the week beginning the 24th 
of  November.  
 
An alert will be put out via  
Compass as soon as the Mangoes are 
available for collection. 

Scholastic Book Club Issue 8 2023 
Orders for the current issue of the Scholastic book club are due by 
Friday 25th of November 2022. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
https://emergency.vic.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency


 

 

Please Note:  All prep students will start school on Monday 30th January the first official day of Term 1, 
2023. They will attend for a full school day 9am -3.20pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. Wednes-
days are designated rest and assessment days. Prep students first Wednesday at school will be the 15th of 
March. The first Wednesday after Labour Day weekend. 
 
If you have any questions about these activities, please feel free to give us a call. We are looking forward to 
getting to know you and your children! 
 
Brendan Fitzpatrick                      Steph Guglielmi           Gembrook Primary School   
                       and Ann Liston 
      (Principal)    (Prep Teachers)   Phone: 5968 1313 

2022/2023 Prep Transition Program 
Please note that if your child does not attend Gembrook Kinder 

or Little Gems Childcare we ask you to book in for all whole 
group activities on 59681313. 

Term 3 –Whole Group Activities 

Date of Event Description of the Activity! Time 

Thursday 15
th

 September 
Footy Colours Day 

2023 Prep students are invited to our Footy Colours Day. 
Dress up in your favourite footy or sports team colour’s 
11:30am Parade 
12:00pm Footy activities 
12:30pm Hot Dog lunch 

 

11:30am - 
1:00pm 

  

Term 4 –Whole Group Activities 

Wednesday 19
th

 October 
Wednesday 26

th
 October 

Wednesday 9
th

November 
Transition Classroom Experienc-
es 

Transition classroom experience details: 
Wednesday 19

th
 October 

Wednesday 26
th

 October 
Wednesday 9th November 

9:30am meet at the school library. 
Parents will sign students in. 
12:00pm pick up and sign out is at the school library. 
Students will participate in three 40 min rotations, hav-

ing been split into 3 groups. 
Students will have the opportunity to participate in a 

range of classes over the three visits such as 
Reading, Writing, Maths, Italian, P.E, Art and Sci-
ence. 

Students should bring a bag packed with a snack, 
lunch, water bottle and hat. Sunscreen should be 
applied prior to arriving at school. 

Please note that if your child does not attend Gem-
brook Kinder or Little Gems Childcare we ask you 
to book in for all activities on 5968 1313. 

  

9.30am -12.00pm 

Tuesday 13
th

 December 
Step Up Day 

STEP UP DAY Transition Day 
9:30am – 12:00pm, Prep 2023 students will spend the 

morning in their expected classroom, with their 
teacher for 2023. 

They will need to bring a bag packed with a snack, a 
water bottle and hat. Sunscreen should be applied 
prior to arriving at school. 

  

9.30am – 
12.00pm 

Tuesday 13
th

 December Infor-
mation Session 

Information Night from 3.30pm. We will discuss start dates 
and times as well as assessment interview times. 
  

3.30pm to 
4.30pm 

Thursday 1st of December 
School Christmas Concert. 

School Christmas Concert. 
Families are invited to our School Christmas Concert. This 
is a great opportunity to meet other Gembrook families, 
other teachers, and enjoy the Christmas festivities together. 
  

Times and details 
to be confirmed 
closer to the day. 



 

 

Tayla Prep L 
It has been wonderful to have you back with us Tayla. You have returned with a ‘can do’  

attitude! You are consistently on time and on task, happy to tackle challenging lessons, and always ready to help others! No 
wonder we are so happy to have you back! 

 
Peyton Prep G 

You have shown such eagerness towards your learning, particularly in your writing. You are taking on challenges with a 
smile, displaying your growth mindset. Outstanding effort Peyton!  

 
Shianne 1/2W 

Shianne, what an exceptional role model you are to your peers! The dedication you show towards your learning is always 
exemplary. You try your best at every task you undertake, and have been holding yourself to a growth mindset, when tasks 

are challenging.  
Keep being a star!  

 
Ryan 1/2F 

Well done Ryan for your efforts in writing this week. You were able to work through the entire writing process to publish your 
persuasive text. You have convinced us ALL that we MUST get a lizard as our next pet!  

 
Zarah 1/2M 

Zarah, we are so lucky to have you in 1/2M. You are a determined student who is always willing to tackle challenges with a 
growth mindset. Your ability to focus during independent work time is commendable and helps those around you to develop 

their own work habits. Thank you for being such a positive role model!  
 

Anna 3/4B 
Anna, this week your peers have noticed how hard you have focussed throughout every independent work session. You 
have taken such pride and care in your writing, completed your numeracy assessments with attention to detail, and fo-

cussed on refining your spelling knowledge. Well done, Anna!  
 

Noa 5/6L 
Noa, your peers have recognised you as a continually respectful person, who shows  

kindness to everyone. On top of this, your commitment to learning is always outstanding. Thank you for always upholding 
our school values  

 
Holly 5/6O 

For your hard work and the effort you have put into your leadership speech. Your passion shines through, and you remain a 
focused and independent learner in each of our writing lessons. Amazing work Holly, you are a role model! 

Ryan PrepL 
Your writing skills continue to amaze me, Ryan! You always choose such interesting words. You love to cut up your drafts to organise 

your wonderful ideas, and you strive to make real changes during revision to enhance your text! Thanks for always being such an 
engaged and wonderful member of our team!  

 
Teneal PrepG 

You continuously uphold our school values of respect and high expectations. The effort you put into each lesson is admirable! You 
remain focused during mini lessons and are always trying your best! Excellent effort, Teneal!  

 
Layla 1/2H 

Wow Layla! What an amazing week of learning you have had. You have produced exceptional work in all areas of learning. It is clear 
that you ALWAYS work to the best of your ability! Way to go Layla!  

 
Madeline 1/2M 

Madeline, I have been so impressed with your focus and determination this week! You showed great independence to publish your 
persuasive text. You listen carefully during mini-lessons and apply each skill and strategy to your own work. Great to see you finishing 

the year so strong! 
 
 Lacie-Joy 5/6L 

Lacie, you have worked so hard on your budgeting project, and your Enterprise stall. Thank you for always having high expectations 
of your work – keep it up superstar!  

 
Isla 5/6O 

For your effort in our maths session, as you planned your weekly food on a budget. The dedication you showed to completing the task 
was admirable. Great work Isla!  

 



 

 

Second Hand Uniform Items 
 

We have many second hand uniform items for sale. 

There are lots of sizes ranging from sizes 6-14 
 

Please come and ask at our school office 

Reader of the Week:  Liam 12W 
 
Writer of the Week:  Lachie 34S 
 
Speller of the Week:  Erin 56J 
 
Mathlete of the Week:  Eliana PrepL 

 
 
 
 

 
Holiday program bookings are open for January 

2023 period.  
 
Please start getting your bookings in now as we are seeing such a 
grow in numbers from other schools attending and we really want 
Gembrook children getting in first.  
We have some very exciting excursions and incursions happening 
over these summer school holidays.  
We will be sending out our activities in any email in the next coming 
weeks and it will be shared in the school newsletter.  
Thank you, Hope to see your bookings soon.  
Rylee  



 

 

Tickets on sale from 

Monday 14th  

November 



 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

18th Sierra 56L 
 

22nd Hugh 12F 
 

24th Tayla 56J 
 

27th Peyton PrepG 
 

28th Elly 56J 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


