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Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

25 August 2022 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 

AUGUST  

Friday 26th Book Parade 

Monday 29th Staff Professional Practice day—Student Free Day 

Tuesday 30th Rotary Speech Contest Grade 5/6 

Tuesday 30th – Friday 2nd  Gratitude Week 

Wednesday 31st Book Club orders due back 

SEPTEMBER  

Thursday 1st  Father’s Day Stall 

Thursday 1st  Volunteer induction 9:15am 

Tuesday 6th EDEC Basketball—grade 5 & 6 

Wednesday 7th Student First Aid Incursion 

Friday 9th Trivia Night 6.30pm at The Gembrook RSL 

Monday 12th & Tuesday 13th Matilda Production EPAC 6pm 

Thursday 15th Footy Colours and Hot Dog Day 

Friday 16th Last Day of Term 3 Early Finish 2:30pm 

OCTOBER  

Monday 3rd First Day Term 4 

Wednesday 5th Prep Swimming 1-2pm 

Friday 7th Prep Swimming 1-2pm     

Monday 10th  Rescheduled bike education week 

Gembrook Primary School 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational  

education community, providing a safe and supportive learning  

environment that enables a personalised,  

engaging and challenging learning program.  

Our objective is for students to achieve the academic,  

social, emotional and  

physical growth to thrive in a global society  
Art Work by our GPS students, displayed 
at the Emerald Hub 



 

 

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE 
 

Bren’s Banter 

 
Dear Families and Friends,  
 
Wow, the term is certainly flying by, and little wonder with lots happening again over the past few weeks at Gembrook!   Our stu-
dents have been so thoroughly engaged in brilliant literacy activities associated with the return of ‘GemBOOK Week’.   
We celebrated Special Friends Day on Monday starting with a whole school assembly at 11:30am.  For me, it was a fantastic sight 
to see the multipurpose room literally bursting at the seams with students, staff, mums, dads, carers, grandparents and special 
friends. Special friends took up the opportunity to be in classrooms and witness some fantastic Authors Chair readings and grade 
performances in each learning centre. Our incredible PFA again did such a mighty job, providing a delicious BBQ lunch while  
serving tea, coffee and delicious cakes and cookies to our special friends.  Thank you to the many community members who baked 
and donated a wide variety of food items for the day. Bookfair was extremely busy and we look forward to the many new books that 
will arrive in the library as s result.  
There existed such a wonderful community atmosphere throughout the day, a big thank you to everyone who came along and en-
joyed Special Friends Day for 2022. 
Our every popular Book Character Parade is on tomorrow and will definitely be another highlight!  
 
Our wonderful PFA 
As a whole  school community, we are extremely grateful to Michelle and all of our incredibly hard-working Parents and Friends 
Association (PFA) members.  There are some people who just give so generously of their time and talent to help others, and we are 
truly blessed with an amazing PFA.  As we emerge this year from the many challenges that lock down, restrictions and remote 
learning brought during 2020 and 2021, our PFA have seized every opportunity to raise important funds for our school, as well as 
engage our community in some wonderful events.  Very simply………………thank you!  
 
Day with Danny! 
Highly regarded education consultant Danny Hyndman has been working with us over the past five years on literacy, and recently 
facilitated a brilliant coaching day at Gembrook.  During the day, Danny worked in classrooms with our GIFT (Gembrook Improve-
ment Focus Team) members on the topic of writing improvement strategies. 
Danny then debriefed with teachers in a coaching capacity and facilitated a great professional learning session for all staff in the 
afternoon.   
Of course, current education research states that the biggest influence on student learning outcomes is directly related to the quality 
of classroom teaching and learning, so we are extremely fortunate to have Danny assisting us with improving our practice and there-
fore student learning. 
 
We are seeking our parents/caregivers/guardians opinion!  
The Department of Education and Training (DET) are conducting a Parent/Carer/Guardian Opinion Survey about our school. The 
Parent/Carer/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by DET that is designed to assist schools in gaining an under-
standing of families’ perceptions of school climate, student behavior, and student engagement. A random sample of approximately 
30 per cent of parents/caregivers/guardians has been generated and invited to participate in this year’s survey.  
We encourage all nominated families to participate and provide us with valuable feedback. Our school will use the survey results to 
help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  
The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from Tuesday 16th August to Friday 16th September. 
The survey will be conducted online, and will only take approximately 20 minutes to complete. 
Selected parents have been sent a link and an individual survey login.  
As always, I will communicate a summary of the survey results via newsletter, once results have been tabled with staff and school 
council. 
 
Trivia Night Friday 9th September 
Our annual trivia night is approaching quickly!  It’s on Friday 9th September at the Gembrook RSL and will be hosted by Kev from 
‘Little and Trivia Events’.  The night kicks off at 6:30pm for a 7pm start, and there will be lots of prizes on offer and auction oppor-
tunities.  This PFA organised event is not only a fantastic, fun filled evening, it’s also a major fund raiser for our school.  Please let 
your friends and family know to come along and join in the fun.  Tickets are selling fast and cost $10.00 (or $90.00 for a table of 10) 
and are available via https://www.trybooking.com/CBUCS 
 
Education Support Staff Day Wednesday 31st August 
Next week we are celebrating the often unsung heroes of schools, as we acknowledge the significant contribution that Education 
Support staff make to student learning, wellbeing and administration.  Gembrook Primary School is blessed with absolutely out-
standing Education Support staff who bring significant skills and knowledge to their roles, and who are passionate about making a 
difference to the lives of students.   On behalf of all our school community, a huge thank you to all ES staff.  

 
Please check out the ‘Diary Dates’ at the front of the newsletter for the many excellent events and activities that are coming 
up at Gembrook Primary School.  
 
Have a great week everyone and all the best, Bren 

https://www.trybooking.com/CBUCS


 

 

Hi everyone,  
Another huge agenda for this School Council meeting, with 
plenty of wonderful things happening at Gembrook Primary 
School. 
Student Voice and Agency 
School Council Student Representative Jasmine’s presenta-
tion. 
I would like to acknowledge the Traditional owners of the 
land the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation. We pay our 
respects to elders past present and emerging. We thank all 
Indigenous communities for allowing us to build a learning 
community on their lands. We are forever grateful. 
 
Good evening everyone, my name is Jasmine and I’m the 
student representative on school council.   
Since my last report there’s been lots happening at Gem-
brook Primary School! 
The Smile Squad Dental van has been a real winner with 
lots of students receiving free check-ups and follow up work 
on teeth for free! 
We’ve also had two great PBL whole school rewards – last 
week we had a movie afternoon and at the end of term two 
we had a board game afternoon. These rewards were se-
lected by our Student Representative Council members.  
PBL is going really well with students doing their best to 
earn gem chips and then gemstones. 
Production practice is on a roll and it’s not long now until 
we perform Matilda at Emerald Secondary College during 
the last week of this term. 
Electives are back for term three and I’m doing gymnastics, 
it has been really fun so far.  
Of course, we’re all pretty excited about GemBOOK week 
next week with Special Friends Day next Monday.  Assem-
bly will be at the special time of 11:30am next Monday and 
Book fair starts this Friday!  I can’t wait for dress up 
day!!!! 
Thanks for listening and have a good night.   
OSHC 
Bookings are open for the Professional Practice Day and 
the school holidays, so be quick if you want a place.  
Communication 

The GPS web address is: 
www.gembrookps.vic.edu.au  

 
Policies  

Camps and Excursions Policy 2022 (available to view 
on the GPS website). 

Excursions & Activities 
Playhouse Theatre Incursion (The Emperor’s New 

Clothes) will be held on Thursday 25th August 
2022. 

Dandenong Ranges Rotary Speech Contest will be held 
for 2 selected 5/6 students on Tuesday 30th August 
2022. 

Matilda – School Production held on Monday 12th and 
Tuesday 13th December 2022. 

Unfortunately, HPV will not be running in 2022. 

Uniform 
Watch this space for GPS Beanies!!!!!! 

 

 
 
 
Buildings and Grounds 
Bush Fire Preparedness Grant 
We have received a 2022 Bushfire Preparedness Grant. 
This year the focus will be to prepare a vegetation manage-
ment plan and carry out any recommendations from that 
plan. The usual maintenance of pruning, gutter cleaning, 
storm water cleaning and leaf litter will continue. 
Boy’s Toilet Repairs 
Due to water damage in the boy’s toilets, repairs will be 
completed in 2022. 
Buildings and Grounds Priority Projects 
These and other ideas to improve the buildings and school 
grounds are discussed regularly; 

Undercover walkway 
Oval redevelopment 
Front Fence Upgrade 
Oval planting 

Professional Practice Day 
GPS has a Department of Education and Training (DET) 
mandated Professional Practice Day (this is a student free 
day). 

Monday 29th August 2022 
Curriculum Days 
GPS School Council has approved the 2022 Curriculum 
Days; 

25/02/22 
22/07/22 
20/12/22 
The fourth date was the first day of the year (28/1/2022 

which is DET mandated). 
Fundraising 
There are many wonderful fundraising activities happening 
soon; 

Father’s Day Stall (Thursday – Friday 1st-2nd September 
2022) 

Trivia Night (Friday 9th September 2022) 
Footy Colours Hot Dog Day (Thursday 15th September 

2022) 
Dress Up Disco (Friday 21st October 2022) 
Colour Explosion Fun Run (Thursday 24th November 

2022) 
A huge thank you to Michelle Van Der Vlugt and the PFA 
team for all of the wonderful work they have done. 
Finance 
The finances for June and July were reviewed. The school 
and school council is closely monitoring the impact of re-
placement staff on the school budget due to the continuing 
impact of COVID and illness.  The new Bushfire Prepared-
ness grant was added into the budget.  The PFA raised an 
additional $2,098.65 over the two-month period and were 
warmly thanked by Council. New iPads have arrived and 
will be dispersed to the classrooms as soon as the protective 
covers arrive.  
GPS 140 Anniversary  
Next year, we will be celebrating Gembrook Primary 
School turning 140 years old. If anyone is interested in 
joining a team to coordinate the celebration, please contact 
the office. 
Next School Council Meeting: 19th October 2022@6pm 

http://www.gembrookps.vic.edu.au/


 

 

Reader of the Week:  Maya 12F 
 
Writer of the Week:  Milla PrepG 
 
Speller of the Week:  Mitchell 12M 
 
Mathlete of the Week:  Kobe 34V 

Reader of the Week:  Freia 34S 
 
Writer of the Week:  India 56L 
 
Speller of the Week:  Tom PrepL 
 
Mathlete of the Week:  Zara 12H 



 

 

 
Mitchell Prep G 

You have such a positive outlook on your learning, and you're showing determination during chal-
lenging tasks. By demonstrating  excellent behaviour and displaying kindness to your peers, you are 

becoming a role model in our grade. A magnificent effort Mitchell! 
 

Tyler Prep L 
You have made an amazing start to your story about trucks. You shared your plan with Lisa and used 
great descriptive words to build your first sentence! Great work Tyler, I can’t wait to read your book!  

 
Liam 1/2W 

Liam, I am so impressed with the strategies you have been using to determine the mass of different 
objects. It is great to see you thinking critically and focusing during your learning. You really are a 

star!  
 

Henry 1/2F 
For the effort you have put into your story writing. You have been able to think of a strong idea that 
includes a problem and a solution. It is great that you are revising to include more details, well done 

Henry!  
 

Brooklyn 3/4B 
Brooklyn, what an exceptional time you had on our Grade 3/4 adventure camp! I loved watching you 
challenge yourself and work  cooperatively with your peers. Thank you for your positivity and enthusi-

asm!  
 

Will 5/6L 
Will, I am so proud of how receptive you have been towards your communication and learning. You 

have worked well to plan and  collage your picture story book, and have taken on feedback.  
I know that you are so capable of achieving great things, and with continued perseverance, you will 

thrive! 
 

Shaminka 5/6O 
I am very impressed with your Jeannie Baker inspired wordless picture book. You have worked hard 

to create collages that tell a story and engage the reader. I can’t wait to see the final product!  
 
 

Help Needed—Book Club 
 

Would you like to be our Scholastics Book Club  
coordinator in 2023? 

At the end of this year we say goodbye to Lara,  
our dedicated coordinator for many years. 

Training is available! 
Please contact the school office if you are interested. 

 



 

 

 
Arlo Prep L 

You have such a great attitude at school Arlo. You are kind to your peers, respectful of our re-
sources, and always focused on your learning. Thank you for such a consistent effort every day!  

 
Evie 1/2F 

What a fantastic week you have had Evie! You have tried your best with all the learning tasks and 
especially with your story writing. You should be so proud of your wonderful efforts, well done Evie  

 
Henry 1/2W 

What an outstanding week Henry! It has been so wonderful to see you approach school with a posi-
tive  

attitude. You did an  extraordinary job within our writing sessions. The revisions you made to improve 
your word choice, voice and sentence fluency is truly inspirational. You should be so proud of  

yourself, keep shooting for the stars!  
 

Amelia 1/2M 
Amelia, I have been so proud of your positive attitude during our writing sessions. You have worked 
independently, made careful, deliberate word choices, and used feedback to improve the ‘voice’ of 

your narrative. I can’t wait to see the published result!  
 

Rebecca 3/4S 
Rebecca, you consistently make exemplary efforts towards your learning. The consideration you put 
into your word choice in writing has been a pleasure to read. It has also been great to see you step 

out of your comfort zone and share your ideas in class. What a star you are, Rebecca!  
 

Georgia 3/4B 
Your attitude towards your narrative writing this week has been truly commendable. I love watching 
your motivation and confidence in your writing abilities continue to grow. You have been consciously 

listening and engaging with all our revision lessons too.  
Well-deserved, Georgia!  

 
Imogen 5/6L 

Imogen, I have been so impressed with your work ethic, showing fantastic commitment to your learn-
ing. The work you are doing on your learning goals at home is being reflected within your work at 

school. On top of this, you are continuously a considerate and caring friend to others. 
Keep it up Immy! 

 
Ryder 5/6J 

Ryder, your efforts since returning to school have been commendable. I’ve been so impressed by 
your efforts to develop a series of illustrations, which reinforce the meaning of your narrative text.  

 
Chloe 5/6O 

Chloe, you have worked so well on your picture book. Your authorial statement of intent gave the 
reader a deeper understanding of your process while creating your story. I’m sure your published 

book will be amazing! 



 

 

This week the students in the forensic science elective met 
with Detective Lisa Mitchell. Detective Mitchell  brought 
along protective suits, finger printing kits and  DNA kits for 
the students to experience. 

 



 

 

VOLUNTEER INDUCTION  
9:15am Thursday September 1st  

Meet in the foyer. This induction takes 10—20minutes and gives you all of the infor-
mation you need to volunteer at school events, sports days and in the classrooms. 



 

 



 

 

Tickets on Sale  

Monday 15th August 

Major raffle sponsor 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

A first aid kit was found in the area of the junior play equip-
ment after school last week. Please contact the office if you 
think it could be yours. 
 
Thankyou 



 

 



 

 


