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Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

9 June, 2022 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 

JUNE  

Thursday 9th Sausage Sizzle Lunch & BYO Device afternoon 

Monday 13th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

Wednesday 15th EDEC Lightning Premiership— 5/6 students  

Thursday 16th Pie Drive Delivery 

Friday 17th Car Park Space Raffle drawn 

Wednesday 22nd EDEC Soccer—selected students 

Wednesday 22nd School Council Meeting 

Friday 24th Academic Excellence Assembly 

Friday 24th Last Day of Term Two - 2.30pm finish 

JULY  

Monday 11th First Day of Term Three 

Monday 11th Smile Van Arrives— Here for the first 3 weeks of term 

Thursday 14th PFA Meeting 2.30pm 

Thursday 21st Pie Lunch 

Friday 22nd Curriculum Day 

Wednesday 27th School Council Meeting 

Gembrook Primary School 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational  

education community, providing a safe and supportive learning  

environment that enables a personalised,  

engaging and challenging learning program.  

Our objective is for students to achieve the academic,  

social, emotional and  

physical growth to thrive in a global society  

Book now for the holiday care program at:  
https://www.oshclub.com.au/vic/gembrook-
primary-school/  



 

 

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE 
 

Bren’s Banter 

Dear Families and Friends,  
 
What an awesome day we had together on Monday 30th May on our Puffing Billy whole school excursion to Emerald Lake Park.  
This was such a great example of school community engagement with such a large number of family  
members attending and joining in the fun! 
Our students represented our school superbly and Puffing Billy staff were extremely complimentary about our school and our  
students.   
Thank you to everyone who attended on the day and contributed to making it such a highlight for our students. 

And…………………………..weren’t we just so incredibly lucky with the weather!!!!!! �   
 
Principal Conference 
On Tuesday 31st May I attended the DET State Education Principal Conference at the Melbourne Convention Centre.  Key note 
speakers included the Victorian State Government Minister for Education James Merlino and former  
Disability Discrimination Commissioner Graeme Innes.   
The conference is normally an annual event but hasn’t been run for three years and the overwhelming ‘take away’ for me was the 
gratitude from both DET and the Victorian Government extended to schools who have worked incredibly hard over the past two and 
a half years, dealing with the challenges of COVID-19, lock downs and remote learning.  They acknowledged that schools continue 
this year dealing daily with significant COVID related challenges including staff absences, illness and students reengaging with the 
structures, expectations and rigour of school life.   
The challenges of COVID-19 in relation to education was presented as the most significant event in the past 150 years of free and  
secular education in Victoria. 
For us at Gembrook Primary School I am deeply appreciative and proud of my staff who continue to work incredibly hard for  
students and families as we navigate the various ongoing challenges that COVID-19 is presenting.   
 
Community Engagement! 
As you know, students have absolutely LOVED our electives program this term.  The program has also been a winner in terms of 
school community engagement.  Recently, we were honoured to have Andy and Barbara Gordon attend GPS and help out running a 
pottery elective session!  This was such a special moment for our pottery students, and we say a huge thank you to the Gordon  
family, including Row and Bobby, who also donated a large amount of clay for our  
electives program.   
We also had a lovely and much appreciated donation of hardwood fence palings from Adrian Jones to use in our woodwork elective.   
 
Traffic Issues 
We are a vibrant and growing school, and that’s brilliant, however our increasing enrolments also means increased  
traffic management issues!  Pick up time from 3:00pm to 3:30pm presents the most challenging time of the day and this has now 
become a safety issue for our students and our whole community.  We have a few requests and suggestions  
outlined below: 

• Please refrain from parallel parking along Main Rd.  When cars are parked on both sides of Main Rd. the road becomes quite 
blocked and dangerous. 

• Please use only the dedicated school crossing to cross Main Rd. 

• Where traffic is queued, please try to use the gravel ‘siding’ on the north side of Main Rd. immediately outside the oval and 
park off the road as much as possible.  

• Please remain aware of traffic queued behind your vehicle, and keep moving forward, progressing through the main school 
car park as far as possible.  

• Perhaps consider arranging to meet children at a location close to the school.  For example, the water tower,  

• Puffing Billy Station etc., or where practical and safe, walking or riding to and from school. 
 
Our plan is to supervise an additional pick up location in the rear carpark off Station Rd in order to reduce the amount of school 
related traffic on Main Rd, and to improve safety.  
Once we have the all clear from the road construction workers currently working on Station Rd, we will let you know when  
supervised pick up at the rear of the school can commence. 
Thanks everyone for your assistance and understanding with this matter.  The safety of our students and community is an absolute 
priority.   
 
Eco Warriors assisting at Gembrook Park! 
Eco Warriors in grades 3-6 completed another planting session at Gembrook Park last Thursday.  Our Eco Warriors were once again 
supported superbly by Signora Bennett and worked hard to assist members of ‘Friends of Gembrook Park’.  This is another great 
example of school community engagement and we are looking forward to further supporting the Friends of Gembrook Park. 
I hope you checked out the great article in last week’s  ‘Star Mail’ newspaper about our amazing Eco Warriors! 
 
Have a great week and all the best, Brendan 
 

 



 

 



 

 

Reader of the Week:  Zarah 12M 
 
Writer of the Week:  Jack PrepL 
 
Speller of the Week:  Niamh 12H 
 
Mathlete of the Week:  Hunter 34B 

DISTRICT ATHLETICS 
 
 

On Tuesday the 7th of June, 
Three Gembrook students had the opportunity to  
represent our school at District Athletics. 
 
It was pouring with rain for most of the day, wet and 
cold, but all students ran admirably! 
 
Matilda Camoes– Costa was outstanding in the girls 
under 9-10s and came 3rd in the division.  Matilda 
now has the opportunity to attend Regional Cross 
Country next week! 
 
Our other two runners were both outstanding also 
with: 
Banjo Shelton finishing 13th in the boys under 11s 
out of approximately 60 racers. 
 
Isla Ward finishing 19th in the girls under 11s race 
out of approximately 60 racers. 
 
What an awesome effort! We are all super proud of 
what you have achieved Isla, Banjo and Matilda! 
 
Mr Adnam  



 

 

 
Dakota Prep L 

Your work during reading this week has been outstanding. You are trying to sound out words  
independently. You stay focused on your work, and when you tracked your thinking in our inferring 

lesson, you drew a lovely picture and went back to find the words that proved your inference!  
Amazing!                  

 
 

Shiloh Prep G 
Shiloh, your active listening during mini lessons is admirable! You always try your best in every  

activity, and your persistence to complete challenging tasks is outstanding. Keep up the magnificent 
effort!  

 
 

Ashleigh 1/2W 
Ashleigh, I am so impressed with how you have tackled writing this week. I love how you have  

chosen topics that you are passionate about, and that encourage you to include poetic devices to 
engage the reader. Keep reaching for the stars!  

 
 

Nate 1/2M 
Nate, your focus has impressed me this week! It is great to see you engage with a positive attitude 
during mini lessons. You worked hard to create and publish your concrete poem. Keep it up Nate!  

 
 

Maya 1/2F 
What a great start you have made at Gembrook Primary. You are a kind and caring class member 

and always try your best with your learning. Well done Maya!  
 
 

Lachie 3/4S 
Lachie, I am so impressed with the growth mindset you have been showing towards all learning 

tasks. You have a positive attitude and display beautiful manners in the classroom. Keep showing 
enthusiasm in all that you do, Lachie!  

 
 

Alessi 3/4B 
Alessi, your peers have noticed how you positively model our PBL statements within our learning 

spaces across our school. You’re always trying your best in all that you do, and you are learning the 
skills required to hold and expand your growth mindset. Well done Alessi!  

 
 

Amelia 5/6O 
I am so impressed with your poetry writing. You have embraced all types of poetry, including  

diamante, nonets, and free verse poems. You have a talent for creative writing. Excellent work  
Amelia!  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Smile Squad will be at  
Gembrook Primary School  
in the first three weeks of 
term 3,  
from 11

th
 to the 29

th
 of July 

2022. 
 
General information 
The friendly Smile Squad dental team will provide Victorian 
public primary and secondary school students with a FREE, high quality annual dental health exami-
nation and free follow up treatment as needed. 

What is included? 
At the first appointment (the check-up), Smile Squad will check your child’s teeth. 

Then, depending on your child’s needs, services may include: 

x-rays 

fluoride varnish 

scale and clean 

fissure sealants 

a free dental pack: a toothbrush, toothpaste and information 

advice about dental health and diet 

If a child needs more treatment, like a filling, Smile Squad will contact parents/guardians and make a 
second appointment. These extra treatments are also completely free.  

The program does not include cosmetic procedures. 

What next? 
Our school will distribute information packs to each child which contain information about the program 
and consent forms. These packs will be sent home on Monday the 15th of May 2022. 

Return the consent form to school as soon as possible if you would like your child to participate. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

6th Eloise PrepG 
6th Kalana 56J 
6th Alinta 56O 
8th Finn 34V 
9th Ivy 34B 

10th Beau 12M 
11th Leo 12F 

12th Cooper 12F 
14th Jack 34V 

15th Georgia PrepL 
15th Blake 34V 
16th Isla 34V 
19th Seb 12H 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 


