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Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

17th February, 2022 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 
 

FEBRUARY  

Tuesday 22nd  EDEC Swimming Grades 3-6 selected students 

Wednesday 23rd School Council 

Friday 25th  CURRICULUM DAY (Student Free Day) 

MARCH  

Wednesday 2nd  Division Swimming selected students 

Wednesday 2nd  First Kmotion 

Thursday 3rd Prep-2 Athletics 

Tuesday 8th Grade 3-6 Athletics 

Monday 14th  Labour Day Holiday 

Gembrook Primary School 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational education  

community, providing a safe and supportive learning  

environment that enables a personalised,  

engaging and challenging learning program. Our objective is for students 

to achieve the academic, social, emotional and  

physical growth to thrive in a global society  

SUN SMART ‘HATS ON’  
FOR ALL OUTDOOR  

ACTIVITIES 
Hats available for purchase at the School office ($10) 



 

 

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE 
 

Bren’s Banter 

 
 
 
Dear Families and Friends,  
 
Last Friday, I hosted a principal from a nearby school who was keen to visit our beautiful school and see our teaching and learning 
program in action across all year levels.  I’m so very proud to say that the feedback we received was outstanding in terms of our 
whole school practice, incredibly passionate staff, enthusiastic students and our orderly learning environment.    
I’m also extremely proud to share with you that leaders from the DET Differentiated Support for School Improvement (DSSI) team 
have asked if they can bring teachers from other schools to Gembrook Primary School to see our literacy reading and writing  
workshop lessons in action.   
This is great acknowledgement of our school, and fantastic recognition for our incredibly dedicated and hard-working teachers and 
education support staff.   
 
Below:  A teacher from Scoresby Primary School observing one of our prep superstar teachers Mrs. Liston in action! 

 
 
STOP PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT!!! ELECTIVES PROGRAM STARTING TERM 2! 
As a school, we have worked incredibly hard over the last five years establishing a high quality, whole school approach to teaching 
and learning, prioritising improving student learning in literacy and numeracy.   
As part of this year’s GPS Annual Implementation Plan (AIP), and linking with our next step around student and family engagement 
in learning, we are so very excited to announce that starting in term two, we are launching a student ‘electives’ program.   
The electives program will run once per week with more details to follow.  However, electives will be open to all students, and the 
choice of electives will be amazing!  Our wonderful staff have offered to run electives including Auslan, Dance, Clay Pottery, 
Woodwork, Propagating, Cartooning, Coding and many others.   
 
Preps and their buddies! 
It’s been such a lovely experience observing just how well our senior school students are caring for our brand new preps.  The care 
and guidance that our senior students have shown has been outstanding, so thank you!   Together with our two brilliant prep  
teachers, Miss. G and Mrs. Liston, our new preps are in very good hands and are in for a fantastic year of learning at Gembrook! 
 
Information Evening 
Thank you to everyone who attended our School Information Evening on Tuesday via Webex.  Of course, hosting an event like this 
on Webex is just never the same as in person, however I think we all made the best of it, and lots of important information was  
communicated.    

 
A big thank you to our wonderful school captains India and Bronte who introduced the evening, speaking about the things they love 
most about Gembrook Primary School.   
Thank you to our awesome teachers who provided great information about teaching and learning for this year, as well as planned 
events for 2022.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE 
 

Bren’s Banter 

 
 
Swimming Carnival  
What an awesome day was had by all who attended our grade 3-6 swimming carnival last Thursday.  Great weather and smiles all 
round was the order of the day with our students competing in a range of events and representing their house team superbly at 
Lilydale Swimming Pool.   
A big thank you to our wonderful P.E. teacher Mr. Adnam and Miss. Banks who organised such a fantastic day.  Thank you to all 
teachers and staff who gave our students such a great experience.  Thank you also to the many mums, dads and grandparents who 
came along to support, cheer and enjoy the day!   
Finally, thank you to our wonderful students who participated throughout the day in great spirit, looking after each other and  
representing our school so well.   
 
Final results: 
4th place: Beenak with 125 points  
3rd place: Redwood with 137 points 
2nd place: Kurth Kiln with 156 points 
1st place:  Tynong with 157 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Getting To Know You Interviews 
On Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon this week, teachers conducted ‘Getting To Know 
You’ interviews.  These interviews, at the start of a school year, provide an excellent  
opportunity for teachers, parents and students to discuss and share information relevant to 
learning, and vital to ongoing engagement, improvement and success.  Thank you to our 
teachers who have provided flexible interview times during the week that have often  
extended into the evening.   
 
PANDA Award! 
At last Friday’s assembly, we re-launched our weekly PANDA (Perfect Attendance No 
Days Absent) AWARD with students recording perfect attendance, including prompt  
arrival, for the week having the opportunity to win a FREE lunch order! 
 

Laura in 1/2W was our first winner for 2022 and will enjoy a delicious free lunch on Friday! 
Research states that regular and prompt attendance at school is absolutely essential for success in learning! 
 
Curriculum Day Friday 25th February 
Friday 25th February will be a student free day as staff embark on a great day of professional learning around literacy with highly 
respected education consultant Danny Hyndman.  Danny has been working with us now for over four years, and as a school  
community, we are very fortunate to be the beneficiaries of his incredible knowledge, skills and passion around improving student 
learning.   
 
Have a great week everyone and all the best, Bren. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

                 
 

Jack Prep L 
Jack, you have made an excellent start to school. You are a kind and thoughtful member of our grade, who is always 

looking after others, and you tackle each new learning task with care and pride! Well done!  
 

Angus Prep G 
What a fantastic start to school you have had Angus! You are already displaying enthusiasm towards your learning, and 

have also been showing kindness to your peers. I can’t wait to see what you will achieve this year!  
 

Ruby 1/2H  
Well done Ruby for ensuring that your peers always feel welcome and part of our school team. You displayed our school 

value of respect when enquiring with your peers and seeking their opinion during collaborative class work. What an 
amazing role model!  

 
Matilda 1/2W 

Wow Matilda what a great start back to school you have had! Thank you for being a wonderful role model in class by 
always demonstrating our school values of respect and high expectations. I love how you have  

focussed during learning tasks this week, and how you have taken pride in your work. I can’t wait for a great year  
together. Keep up the hard work!  

 
Leo 1/2F 

Well done Leo on your excellent start to school. You have been such an enthusiastic member of our class since  
returning. Thank you for always showing respect and high expectations.  

 
Ryan 1/2M 

Ryan, congratulations on making such a fantastic start to the year. Your friendly smile each morning is such a lovely way 
to start the day. It is great to see you so engaged in each lesson and always trying your best. I love that you are always 

finding ways to help your peers and teachers. Great work!  
 

Darcy 3/4V 
Congratulations Darcy, on an exceptional start back to school. Throughout our start up program, you have displayed a 
positive attitude towards your learning and have demonstrated high expectations in improving your knowledge. I am 

looking forward to seeing you grow over the coming year in all aspects of your learning.  
 

Fletcher 3/4S 
Congratulations on your fantastic start back at school, Fletcher. I have loved watching your willingness to learn and  

engage in class discussions and learning tasks. What a role model you have been for your peers!  
I am excited to see what you achieve this year, Fletcher!  

 
Koby 3/4B 

Congratulations Koby, on an exceptional start back to school. Throughout our start up program, you have been a 
role model to your peers and have demonstrated a commitment to improving and challenging yourself. I look forward to 

another outstanding year of learning together!   
 

Alex 5/6L 
Alex, you have made such a fantastic start to the school year, showing care and pride in your work. You have used PBL 
to set yourself positive goals, and have made great decisions surrounding your learning. I am so excited to see all that 
you achieve this year. Keep up the outstanding effort!  

 
Rushiya 5/6O 

Rushiya, you have had an exceptional start back to school. I have loved your positive energy in the  
classroom. I can see you are going to be a focused and determined member of 5/6O this year. I can’t wait to see you 

achieve your learning goals, while having heaps of fun in grade 6. Keep up the excellent work  
Rushiya!  

 
Eloise PrepG –Art  

Eloise, I was so impressed with how you settled into the art room routine on your very first art lesson. Not only that, the 
way you coloured your front cover really impressed me. It was done to perfection by colouring in  

between the lines without leaving any gaps. Mrs. D can’t wait to see your artistic ability and creativity in our art room.  
 

Jamison 3/4V - Italian 
Jamison, I am super impressed with the confident way you approached your first Italian lesson. Though new to the  
language, your listening skills and positive attitude meant you were confident to take part in a dialogue, modelling  

language to the other students! Well done! Bravo!  

 



 

 

 
 

Georgia Prep L 
Georgia, you have made such a great start to school. You have already learnt our routines, and are  

consistently organised when packing up after a learning task. You are kind to other members of our team, and try your 
best at each lesson. What a star! 

 
Marlee Prep G 

Marlee, you have had a magnificent start to school! You have been making excellent choices for your learning by  
choosing to sit near the front during mini lessons, and always showing active listening. Keep up the  

fantastic effort!  
 

Laura 1/2H  
Well done Laura, on an excellent start to the school year. You continually show high expectations and  
complete tasks to the best of your ability. You have also shown a strong growth mindset towards your  

learning. Keep up the amazing effort Laura!  
 

Owen 1/2W 
Owen, what an outstanding week you have had. Thank you for being a role model to your peers by always following  

instructions the first time, trying your hardest in all activities and always taking on and applying  
feedback. You are consistently demonstrating the school values of respect and high expectations, and I can’t wait to see 

what you will achieve this year!  
 

Maya 1/2M 
Maya, I want to thank you for the kind and caring attitude you have shown to everyone in 1/2M, as we all get to know 

each other. You are always on the lookout for someone who needs help, and readily offer your  
assistance without being asked. Thank you for making our classroom such a supportive and happy place in which to 

learn.  
 

Arabella 3/4V 
What an excellent start to the term you have had Arabella. During this week, after completing your essential assessment, 
you went straight to the dictionary to research the word ‘prime’. You came across this word in one of the questions and 

was unsure of its meaning. You independently wanted to further your  
understanding, by researching it’s meaning in the dictionary.  

I am so proud of the dedication you have towards your learning 
 

Layla 3/4S 
Congratulations on a fantastic week at school, Layla. I have loved watching your confidence grow as you  
engage in class discussions. Your efforts in problem solving this week certainly did not go unnoticed. I am  

excited to watch you grow and see what you achieve this year, Layla!  
 

Nibek 3/4B 
Congratulations Nibek, on an exceptional start back to school! You have engaged in your learning tasks with passion 
and a desire to learn. You have been thoughtful and kind towards your peers and staff. Each day, you warm my heart 

and make me so proud. 
 

India 5/6L 
India, I am so incredibly proud of the leadership you have shown. You did an outstanding job preparing and delivering 

your speech at our school information Webex. The initiative you take shows how truly capable,  
independent, and enthusiastic you are. We are so lucky to have you as a leader within our school community.  

 
Austin 5/6J 

Austin, you have demonstrated your resilience repeatedly this term. You have consistently embodied our school value of 
high expectations by having a growth mindset in the classroom. I feel privileged to have  

witnessed your efforts.  
 

Isla 5/6O 
Isla, what an excellent role model you have been in 5/6O. You have worked so well in each of our lessons. I was  

particularly impressed with your writer’s notebook seed, using colour. You have embraced PBL, earning yourself eight 
gem chips. Keep up the positive attitude, and hard work Isla.  

 
Cooper 1/2F - Italian 

Cooper, you have impressed me so much this week! You have independently increased your spoken  
vocabulary, by looking up lists. I loved the way you were able to tell me you had finished your work, ‘finito’ this week! 

Bravissimo!  



 

 

Reader of the Week:  Matilda 5/6L 
 
Writer of the Week:  Dakota PrepL 
 
Speller of the Week:  Matilda 1/2M 
 
Mathlete of the Week:  Flynn 3/4B 

 
 
 

 

Can all students please  
remember to bring their art smocks 
to school.  Please ensure they are 
clearly named.  Every student must 
have one to protect their clothing in  

Mrs D’s class. 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 

14th Ollie 34B 
14th Cooper 34V 
16th Harvey 56O 
18th Angus 56O 
19th Hunter 34B 
22nd Georgia 34B 
22nd Curtis 34V 

24th James PrepG 
25th Liam 12F 
25th Anna 34B 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

From the Compass home screen (or from your student’s profile), click the Add Attendance Note item. 

From the pop-up window  

Select the reason 

Enter a brief description of the absence 

Select the start and finish time 

Click the ‘Save’ button 

SMS Link 

If your child is marked as absent without prior 

approval you will receive a message contain-

ing a link. When you follow the link, you will 

have the opportunity to explain the absence. 



 

 

 
The Victorian Government has announced some new measures for the beginning of the 2022 school year across all Victorian schools. 
 
Free rapid antigen tests 
Free rapid antigen tests will be available for the first 4 weeks of Term 1 2022. 
Twice-a-week testing will be strongly recommended for both students and staff.  
The department will supply the tests to our school – you do not need to buy your own. 
The department will distribute all kits to schools as early as possible. I will let you know once the test kits are available for collection.   
Students and staff will do the tests at home; they only need to report their result if it is COVID-positive. They must report a COVID-positive result 
to: 
the school by phone or the RA Test Portal; this is so the school can support you, record that your child  will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and 
let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms 
 the Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call centre on 1800 675 398.  

Information about how to do a test and how to read RAT results, including a how-to video is available online. 

DET Vaccination requirements 
Parents and carers must have had two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exception (with limited exceptions) to enter any 
school buildings. 
All staff working in schools need to be fully vaccinated or have a verified medical exception.  
COVID-19 vaccinations for students are not required for them to attend school but vaccination for students is highly encouraged. If your child has 
not yet had their first dose, please try to organise this before term begins. For more information on how to book a vaccination, including im-
portant information about vaccination for children aged 5 to 11, visit Vaccination information for children and teenagers.  

Ventilation 
We will also make sure that classrooms are well ventilated by opening windows and doors, to minimise the risk of infection. Air purifiers are op-
erating in every classroom as an added safety measure. 
 
Face Mask Requirements 

Students in Grade 3 and above must wear a face mask indoors at school, and Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) programs, unless a lawful 

exception applies. Students must wear face masks even if vaccinated. Students are not required to wear masks outside. 

Students in Prep to Grade 2 are strongly recommended to wear a face mask indoors at school or an OSHC program. 

Visitors to schools aged 8 and above must wear a face mask in all indoor spaces, unless a lawful exception applies.  

Everyone over 8 years old must wear a face mask when travelling to and from school on the school bus.  

Vital COVIDSafe steps 
Please remember that if your child is unwell, they should stay at home and get tested.  If your child presents with any of the symptoms listed 
below, we will contact you and request you to pick up your child and collect a RAT.   

fever 
chills or sweats 
cough 
sore throat 
shortness of breath 
runny nose 
loss of sense of smell or taste 
headache  
nausea  
vomiting  
diarrhoea  

 
Hand hygiene, mask wearing, and social distancing will continue in Term 1.  
 
Staffing our school 
I know many of you will have questions about what happens if your child’s teacher gets COVID-19. We will be able to bring in extra teachers and 
other staff if we need them, and we will be doing everything that we can to make sure our school stays safe and open. 
 
Other information about school operations 
Our Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) program will operate as normal. 
Please feel free to contact me to clarify any concerns you may have.  Of course, I’ll keep you updated once further DET advice becomes available.   
There’s no doubt that this term is going to be challenging for all of us, but we are also very excited about the prospect of a ‘remote learning’ free 
year! 
In accordance with DET advice, we are doing our best to limit visitor attendance on-site, at least for the first four weeks of term one.  Therefore, 
our whole school Information Evening will be held via Webex and our ‘Getting to Know You 3 Way Conferences’ will be conducted via phone call. 
At this stage, where the weather permits we intend to hold Friday assemblies outside to enable parent  
 

Thank you for your continued understanding, flexibility and support. 

https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
tel:1800675398
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-testing-schools
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers


 

 

Update Contact Information 
 

Please inform the school if your contact information changes.   
Changes can be made on the COMPASS app or by contacting the school  
office. We must be able to contact you in case your child is sick or has been 
injured. If the primary carers / parents don’t respond, the emergency contacts 
provided on your child’s enrolment form will be contacted. 

Anaphylaxis / Food Allergy 
  

There are a growing number of children who suffer from a variety of  
allergies.   Most serious are those allergic to foods such as nuts, nut products, and 
dairy products, and their severe reaction is known as anaphylaxis.   At Gembrook 
Primary School, we have a child who is in this category. 
  
The teaching staff have a number of procedures in place to ensure that  
appropriate precautions are taken.   Parents are requested to be very conscious of 
the danger that food allergies pose for some children. 
  
We ask you to support the health of children with food allergies by ensuring that 
your child understands that they should not touch food that belongs to someone 
else and should not share food. It would also be appreciated if families could 
avoid sending products containing nuts (including peanut butter, cookies, muesli 
bars with nuts etc) to school in your child’s lunch.   Peanut butter for breakfast 
and dinner but not for lunch!  It is vitally important to please wash hands thor-
oughly if handling these foods before coming into the school.  
  
If you are sending food for sharing, perhaps for a birthday, we ask that the class-
room teacher is informed prior to the time, so that the parents of these children 
are given the opportunity to provide a special treat for them on the day. 
  
Thank you for your understanding. 



 

 

Emergency Management at Gembrook PS 
We are now approaching summer in Victoria. 
Therefore we all need to ensure that we are well 
prepared in the event of a bushfire emergency.   
 
The following is an update from The Depart-
ment of Education and Training regarding pro-
cedures for our school during the bushfire sea-
son. 
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Vic-
toria to provide clear direction on the safest  op-
tions for preserving life.  
Schools and children’s services such as  
Gembrook Primary School are listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) and will be 
closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology dis-
trict. Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days’ notice of a potential Code Red 
day closure via letter, email, Compass, school electronic sign and the school website. A Code Red 
day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the 
day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we 
will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.  
  
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the 
weather forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrange-
ments for your child. It is also important to note that:  

• No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.  
• Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days  
• School camps and excursions will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is deter-

mined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located.  
  
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such 
days children should never be left at home or in the care of older children.  
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are fore-
cast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.  
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed 
our Emergency Management Plan.  
What can parents do?  

• Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care ar-
rangements in the event that our school is closed.  

• Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in 
touch with us by reading our newsletters.  

• Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or 
in a coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during 
your stay.  

• If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival 
plan.  

• You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Ed-
ucation and Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/
pages/closures.aspx  

  
For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or 

call the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667.  

Thank you for your support 
 



 

 

 

Latest application date 24/6/2022, 
the sooner the application is made 
the sooner the funds may become  
available. 



 

 



 

 



 

 


