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Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

9th September, 2021 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 

SEPTEMBER  

Monday 6th September EDEC Girls  Grade 5/6 (postponed) 

Wednesday 15th September Wireless Wednesday 

Wednesday 15th September Division Athletics (postponed) 

Friday 17th September Last Day Term 3 (2.30pm Finish) 

OCTOBER  

Monday 4th October First Day Term 4 

Gembrook Primary School 

Breakfast Club Items for collection 
See article under “School Notices” 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational 

education community, providing a safe and supportive 

learning environment that enables a personalised,  

engaging and challenging learning program. Our objective 

is for students to achieve the academic, social, emotional 

and physical growth to thrive in a global society  



 

 

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE 
 

Bren’s Banter 

 
 
Dear Families and Friends,  
 
When I started writing this week’s ‘Bren’s Banter’ I was thinking about how proud I am of our school community during such an 
extended period of lockdown and learning from home.  There’s no doubt it’s been a severely disrupted year, and an extremely  
challenging term, and yet here we are, almost at the end of term three, still finding ways to celebrate all the good things in our lives, 
and appreciate the kindness of others.  Gratitude Week is a great example of students, staff and families coming together as best we 
can in these times, to show appreciation for who and what we ‘have’ rather than focusing on what we are missing out on.  This 
shows true courage and fills me with pride as I think of us sticking together and getting through this united, and supporting our 
beautiful school and each other.   
During Gratitude Week we had many incredible examples of gratitude including students writing beautiful letters to staff, gifts of 
cakes and slices (always appreciated!!) and ‘pamper packs’ put together and delivered for all staff members.  Thank you everyone, 
we are a great community! 
 
Gratitude Week 
Thank you everyone who joined in the fun of Gratitude Week!  We have heard lots of great examples of random acts of kindness 
and appreciation.  A huge thank you to Miss. Watson for organising and putting together our staff gratitude video.  Let’s all be  
determined and committed to extending the sentiment of Gratitude Week beyond a single week! 
 
Wireless Wednesday 
What a brilliant Wireless Wednesday!  The sun was shining and the warm early spring weather was absolutely perfect for having a 
break from the rigour and routine of remote learning and taking time to rest and recharge without technology, in readiness for the 
final few weeks of term.  
A big thank you to everyone who supported Wireless Wednesday and it was great to hear many varied stories of how you celebrated 
the day!    
 
Father’s Day stall 
A massive thank you to Michelle Van Der Vlugt and the PFA team for organising such a brilliant ‘remote’ Father’s Day Stall last 
week.  Michelle spent a huge amount of time and effort, making special Father’s Day (and grandads!) gift packs.   
Once again, thank you to everyone who supported our online Father’s Day Stall. 
 
Remote Learning Update 
On Wednesday 1st September, the Victorian State Premier Daniel Andrews, announced an extension to remote learning at least until 
the end to term three.  
Whilst this is not the news we wanted to hear, we feel that we are well placed to successfully continue with our remote learning  
program, which has been regularly adjusted and improved to accommodate the government’s evolving restrictions.    
At this stage, for the final two weeks of term, we will continue with class teaching Webex sessions, as well as levelled Open Q&A 
Webex sessions.  Our amazing School Wellbeing Officer will also continue to facilitate regular wellbeing check in sessions via  
Webex for parents and carers.  
Once again everyone, you are all doing a mighty job, supporting your child with remote learning.  Please be kind to yourselves.  All 
we ask is that students engage as best they can with remote learning planners and daily Webex sessions.  If that becomes too much, 
then daily reading is absolutely fine!  
 
Enrolments for 2022 
Enrolment for 2022 at ANY level can be made NOW and I encourage you to share this with friends and families.  We are a dynamic 
and growing school, and so early confirmation of prep enrolments for next year will assist us greatly with planning in terms of  
staffing and grade structures.   
If you have any questions about new enrolment's, please call the school on 59 68 1313.   
 
 
As this will be our final newsletter for term three, I just want to say thank you for your support, understanding and general positivity 
during another extended period of remote learning.  I wish you all a safe and happy holiday and I really can’t wait to have us all 
back together again, hopefully for term four! 
Have a great week everyone and all the best, Bren 
 



 

 

Reader of the Week: Ethan 34L 
 
Writer of the Week:  Sam 56J 
 
Speller of the Week:  Tully PrepL 
 
Mathlete of the Week:  River 1F 



 

 

 
 

Lia Prep G 
What a fantastic job you have been doing during remote learning! You have been working hard on your learn-

ing and particularly your handwriting! You have also been engaging during lessons and joining in class dis-
cussions. I love seeing you come onto the Q&A Webex to share your work with me. Keep up the wonderful 

effort!  
 

Amelia Prep L 
I am so proud of your attitude during remote learning Amelia!  You are always respectful and hard working in 

our class Webex!   I love the brave way that you share your thinking with others.  It is inspiring to see how 
you continue to try your best at each and every lesson throughout the day! What a star!  

 
Chloe Prep M 

We loved seeing your smiling face during our open Webex each morning! It was lovely to hear you read your 
writing this week! Your letter to Emelia was an outstanding example of persuasive writing! You really are a 

star! From Mrs L and Miss G.  
 

Sebastian 1F 
Well done Sebastian for the effort you put into completing all of your learning tasks. It is great to see you re-

vise your work and always try your best. Keep up the terrific work!    
 

Sean 1V 
Sean, during remote learning you always attend all our class WebEx meetings. I am so proud of the work you 
are submitting. I especially enjoyed reading your comic. You used speech bubbles well and illustrated each 

panel with good details. Excellent work Sean!  
 

Dominic 2W 
Dom, I am so proud of you and the attitude you have demonstrated throughout remote learning! You always 
come to our class WebEx with a smile on your face and an eagerness to share. Your efforts to improve your 

reading skills and stamina have also been spectacular this week. Congratulations on logging 10 hours of 
reading on Epic Books. You are a star!  

 
Harmony 2B 

Harmony, you have been so polite and considerate towards your peers and staff when onsite. You have been 
engaged during all Webex sessions and learning tasks. You are capable of amazing things!  

 
Blake 34O 

It has been excellent to see you take on all tasks with determination and perseverance. You have a ‘never 
give up’ attitude, and you are a role model to your peers. Thank you for bringing such positivity to 3/4O Blake.  

 
Lily 34L 

I am so proud of your enthusiasm towards learning. You regularly bring positive and helpful contributions to 
our Webex lessons, helping consolidate your learning. You have been incredibly receptive to feedback, and 

rise to challenges. What a fantastic effort Lily, I am so excited to see your learning continue to grow!  
 

Lia 34S 
For your commendable efforts in all your work this week. It has been a pleasure to watch you engage in all 
Webex lessons with a positive attitude. You consistently contribute to discussions. I am particularly proud of 

the standard of work you produced for your picture storybook. Well done, Lia!  
 

Kya 56M 
Congratulations, Kya! The hard work and outstanding effort you have been applying to your learning makes 

you very deserving of this award. It has been great to see you asking questions to clarify your understanding, 
and I have been so impressed with the many valuable contributions you have made to our class Webex ses-
sions. You are using feedback to improve your work, and apply a growth mindset to expand your knowledge 

in maths. Keep it up! 



 

 

 
Ashleigh Prep G 

You have been doing a fantastic job during remote learning. You have attended every Webex class and have submitted 
all your learning tasks. You have also been engaging in discussions and sharing your ideas. I love seeing the hard work 

and effort you are showing in all your learning. What a  
superstar!  

 
Liam Prep L 

Liam, I was so impressed with your word choice and ideas this morning during our narrative writing lesson! You are con-
sistently thinking about how to engage your reader, and make your stories more interesting! Outstanding work!  

 
Laura Prep M 

For showing such persistence with her writing during remote learning. Even though you found the task challenging it was 
amazing to see you try your hardest to get the job done. Keep up the  

wonderful effort Laura!  
 

Madeline 1F 
Well done Maddie for the energy and enthusiasm that you bring to every class Webex session! We love hearing your 

ideas and thank you for sharing your learning with us. Your positivity inspires us ALL!   
 

Rocco 1V 
Rocco, I am so proud of the procedural text you wrote on “How to Play Around the World”. You  

included all the features required for a reader to be successful playing this game. I especially love how you included pos-
itive language in your evaluation telling the reader to try their best and have fun. 

Amazing work Rocco! 
 

Kobe 2W 
I’m so proud of how you have tackled remote learning. You always come to onsite learning with an enthusiastic attitude 
and smile that brightens up the room. You have shown great commitment to your learning and have made sure that all 

your peers in the classroom feel included. You are  
growing into a very kind-hearted and considerate person who is a valued member of 2W.  

Well done, Kobe!  
 

Brooklyn 2B 
Brooky, you have made exceptional progress this year, in all curriculum areas. You are a thoughtful and  

considerate friend and always look for opportunities to extend yourself. I am so proud of all of your choices you have 
made and the wonderful person you are.  

 
Aidan 34O 

It has been excellent to see you embrace remote learning. You have used our ‘Question Time Webex’ effectively to ex-
tend yourself. I was so pleased with the effort you put into publishing your picture story book ‘Rory’s Wars’. Keep it up 

Aidan!  
 

Cooper 34L 
Cooper, you continually work hard on Webex conferences, and submit your work to a high standard. You have shared 
some great riddles with us, and are open to sharing your ideas with our grade. You regularly strive to overcome chal-

lenges, and are such a capable and kind hearted student. I am so proud of your efforts Coops!  
 

Charlie 34S 
For the enthusiasm you have brought to our Webex sessions. You have developed confidence when sharing your ideas, 
and continuously bring riddles for us to solve as a class. It is great to see you putting so much effort into your learning, 

even during a challenging time. Well done, Charlie!  
 

Stellar 56J 
Stellar, thank you so much for all of your extra hard work when creating your learning submission tasks. It was a privi-

lege to see you develop your understanding of microorganisms during science week. You have exemplified how much of 
an impact you can have upon your learning when you really apply yourself. Keep up the excellent effort.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Gemmie’s Mind-Blowing Maths ..1,2,3…  
(T3W9) 

Abstract Maths  

 
 Riddles are questions or statements that need creative problem-solving 

thinking to solve. The questions can be unclear and they can be mislead-
ing at times. However, riddles are usually fun to solve and you would be 
surprised by some of the methods we have to use to reach the answers.  
Here are two riddles for you to solve:  

1. A farmer has 19 sheep on his land. One day, a big storm hits 
and all but seven run away. How many sheep does the 
farmer have left?  

2. Your sock drawer only contains 18 white socks and 18 blue 
socks. How many times do you need to reach inside the 
drawer and take out a sock to guarantee a matching pair?  

Email your answers to school or let your teacher know during one of your class webex meetings.   
The smiley face will be waiting in the art room for you to collect when we are back on site.  
Not only a smiley face, but Mrs. D also has lots of Woolworths Aussie Heroes stickers, if you are collect-
ing them. Let’s see how many of you can collect all 119 stickers.    
Watch this space for the correct answers in the next newsletter 
 
Answers to the last week’s maths question (T3W7) 

Start with the star icon; it goes left-side middle, left upper corner, top mid-
dle, right-side corner.  That tells us that the answer A is off.  
Looking at the pictures in the yellow squares you can see that the answer 
E is just reflected and flipped the picture in the first yellow square. Hence 
the answer is E.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

Answer to the second question. 
 

 
 
 

Breakfast Club Food Items 
 
Breakfast Club has not been able to start up, due to the 
Lockdown.   
However, we will be sharing the food which Food Bank 
Victoria have generously provided, with the whole  
School community from Thursday 9th September.   
 
Feel free to pick up some items when you past the 
school. 
 
The items will include: 
Long life milk 
Weet biscuits 
Weeties 
Baked Beans 
Canned fruit 



 

 

 
 
 

 
8th Liam 1F 
11th Zac 2W 

12th Brodie 2W 
14th Ashlee 56M 
17th Brookie 2B 

 17th Johnny 34O 
 



 

 

  From Friday 5th—Wednesday 10th November 

Postponed 
New 

Dates  
Below 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

CHILDRENS MASKS 
 
If you have any kids that might need a mask and don't have the means to get one, please consider contacting Kelly via 
the link below Or, just ask me! 
 
We don't need names! Just how many and girl/boy and age. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2232904450350450/permalink/2610782562562635/  
 
Michelle Van Der Vlugt 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F2232904450350450%2Fpermalink%2F2610782562562635%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cgembrook.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C418bec67805d4dbf710c08d96ab1f4a1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334

