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Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

26th August, 2021 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 

AUGUST  

Friday 27th August Curriculum Day (POSTPONED) 

Monday 30th— 
Friday 3rd September 

Gratitude Week 

Monday 23rd— 
Friday 3rd September 

Father’s Day Gift Packs Available 

  

SEPTEMBER  

Monday 6th September EDEC Girls  Grade 5/6 (postponed) 

Wednesday 15th September Division Athletics (postponed) 

Friday 17th September Last Day Term 3 (2.30pm Finish) 

  

Gembrook Primary School 

REMINDER 
The Parent Opinion Survey closes Friday 3rd September 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational 

education community, providing a safe and supportive 

learning environment that enables a personalised,  

engaging and challenging learning program. Our objective 

is for students to achieve the academic, social, emotional 

and physical growth to thrive in a global society  



 

 

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE 
 

Bren’s Banter 

 
 
Dear Families and Friends,  
 
I hope you’re all tracking well and coping with this ‘extended’ extension to lockdown 6.0!  
We have received fantastic and appreciative parent (and student!) feedback about improvements made to our remote learning  
program.  The main aim of the improvements made was to ensure continuity of learning for our students and to keep students and 
families connected and supported throughout the extended lockdown period.  Once again, thank you for your messages of gratitude 
and well done to our students who have shown mighty resilience in continuing to focus on their learning from home.   
 
Below is a beautiful example of some of the messages we’ve received: 
 
‘We all want to say a great big thank you as my family all had fun with book week this year. A special thank you to all of the  
teachers for their wonderful read aloud posts which have provided hours of entertainment, and that's just at our house! You all  
continue to support, motivate, amaze, entertain and inspire all the students and parents in the GPS community. I'm sure we aren't 
alone as a family in our immense appreciation for everything you are doing. You are all going above and beyond for our GPS  
community and words can't thank you enough!’ 
 
GemBOOK Week 
 
Remote learning was never going to dampen the enthusiasm and engagement of our students and teachers during GemBOOK Week!  
Our students engaged in some great reading activities that prompted them to think about their favourite books and immerse  
themselves in a range of new texts.  
Students listened to several teachers read some of their favourite books and use these to track their thinking. Thursday brought a 
fantastic range of different characters to our school and WebEx sessions, with all the students both on and off-site dressing up. We 
had two dress-up parades, junior and senior, where students came dressed up, shared their costumes and why they chose their partic-
ular costume.   It was such a fantastic week of getting lost in a world of reading and books!   All staff would like to say thank you 
for making our second remote learning  GemBook Week so special, with all your hard work and participation.  
Also, a huge thank you to Miss. Schofield for planning and organising GemBook Week 2021! 
 
Changes due to lockdown/DET COVID restrictions 
Unfortunately, with no genuine options of rescheduling, we have cancelled our planned production of Matilda for this year.  We 
know everyone will be disappointed about this and we are currently in negotiations with the company facilitating our production 
with options including: 

‘Matilda’ as our production for 2022 with many of the main roles already allocated being maintained. 
A performance practice and rehearsal day run for our Grade 6 students in term 4 with a view to a special grade 6 performance  
in front of the whole school.    

 
Our planned Curriculum Day for Friday 27th August has been postponed.  I will keep you posted in relation to a new date in Term 4. 
 
Footy Colours Day has been postponed.  Again, the date of return to on-site learning will determine if we are able to re-schedule.  
 
Enrolments for 2022 
 
Enrolment for 2022 at ANY level can be made NOW and I encourage you to share this with friends and families.  We are a dynamic 
and growing school, and so early confirmation of prep enrolments for next year will assist us greatly with planning in terms of  
staffing and grade structures.   
School tours can be arranged by contacting the school on 59 68 1313.   
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Bren’s Banter 

 
2021 Attitudes to School Survey 
We place great importance on student voice as a means to improving student learning, engagement and wellbeing.  The Attitudes to 
School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools in gaining an  
understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activi-
ties to improve your child's schooling experience. 
Students from Years 4, 5 & 6 completed the survey this year whilst attending school on-site, and below is a summary of the results.  
We are very excited to say that the survey results reflected significant improvement from 2020.   
The survey has four main domains which are then divided into subheadings.  The summary below, lists the overall percentage  
positive endorsement for subheadings in order of highest to lowest. 
 
 

 
 
 
2021 DET Parent Opinion Survey 
Thank you to all parents/carers who have completed the DET Parent Opinion Survey.  Just a quick reminder that the survey closes 
on Friday 3rd September.   
Every family will have been sent a unique login to access the survey link on the 3rd of August, if you need your email resent please 
contact the office..   
 
Have a great week everyone and all the best, Bren 
 

EFFECTIVE TEACHING PRACTICE FOR COGNITIVE ENGAGEMENT 

Differentiated learning challenge 

Effective Teaching 

Stimulated learning 

Effective classroom behaviour 

TEACHER-STUDENT RELATIONS 

High expectations for success 

Teacher concern 

Effort 

LEARNER CHARACTERISTICS AND DISPOSITION 

Sense of inclusion 

Self-regulation and goal setting 

Attitudes to attendance 

School connectedness 

Sense of confidence 

Motivation and interest 

Perseverance 

Student voice and agency 

STUDENT SAFETY 

Advocate at school 

Respect for diversity 

Managing bullying 



 

 

WOW! 
Amazing 
Effort 

 



 

 



 

 

Gemmie’s Mind-Blowing Maths ..1,2,3…  
(T3W7) 

Abstract Maths  
 
 

Part of abstract mathematics is where you look at the original patterns or properties of a mathematical concept.  
 
This week we are going to look at some abstract maths problems. 
Here is a question for you to understand the concept of abstract maths. I have taken some snips from a video (link below) to 
show how to select the correct answer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you find what picture should be next in the above pattern? Is it A, B, C, or D from the second row? 
 
Explanation  
 
You look at all the relationships between the first and the second picture. Here are some things to think about: 

 
How did the first picture become the second picture?  
What things have changed?  
What things have been added?  
How has the picture changed?  

 
Ask yourself some questions like these and compare them with the third picture.  
 
Now, choose the picture that has the same reasoning from the second row. 
 
Therefore, I can see that the following has changed.  

 
 
 

 

• Colour black and white alternates 

• The cross has moved clockwise to the next corner (vertex) of the hexagon. 
The dot has moved clockwise to the next corner of the hexagon. 



 

 

 
 

 
According to the above sequence, the picture I chose should be white, with a cross at the top right corner and a dot at 
the bottom left corner of the hexagon. 
 
Now can you find the right picture?    Yup, That’s the right one!!! 
 
Try the following questions now. 

Question One: 
 
Which is the right picture that comes next in the following sequence? is it A, B, C, D, or E? Usually (you have less than 
15 seconds to answer these types of questions.)  

Question Two: Choose the correct picture from A,B, C D, and E to complete the following sequence  

Email your answers to school or let your teacher know during one of your class webex meetings.   
The smiley face will be waiting in the art room for you to collect when we are back on site.  
 
Not only a smiley face, but Mrs. D also has lots of Woolworths Aussie Heroes stickers, if you are collecting 
them. Let’s see how many of you can collect all the 119 stickers.    
 
Watch this space for the correct answers in the next newsletter 

 
Here is the link if you would like to see the video clip  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxeHtY-H7Dk&t=24s 



 

 

Answers to last week’s maths question (T3W5) 
 
The following problem solving questions have many ways to get the answers.  
 
A) If McDonald’s sells Big Macs for $1.50 each, how many could you buy with a 
 $10.00 bill? Explain your working out to a family member. There could be many 
 ways to find the answer. Following is a photo of one way I found the answer.  

 
 
B) A school cafeteria sells popsicles for 25¢, nutty buddies for 40¢, and ice cream 

 sandwiches for 30¢. If a student spent $6.00 in the month of October for ice 
 cream, what could the student have bought? List as many combinations as 
 you can find. ( Answers Vary)  

 
C) If you must use 8 or fewer coins, how many different combinations of coins can be 
 used to make $1.00. ( Answers Vary ) 



 

 

 
 
 

 
23rd Kobe 20W 
24th Kassie 56M 

26th Shaminka 34O 
28th Madeleine 56M 

29th Holly 34O 
 30th Zak 56M 
2nd Dominic 2W 

 



 

 



 

 

  From Friday 5th—Wednesday 10th November 

Postponed 
New 

Dates  
Below 



 

 



 

 


