Gembrook Primary School
50 Main Rd GEMBROOK 3783 Ph: 03 5968 1313 Fax: 03 5968 1548
email: gembrook.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.gembrookps.vic.edu.au

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm

Vision: To provide every student with every
opportunity to be the best they can be.

Mission Statement
A view to the future
Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational education community,
providing a safe and supportive learning environment that enables a personalised,
engaging and challenging learning program. Our objective is for students to
achieve the academic, social, emotional and physical growth to thrive in a global
society

19th May, 2021

MAY
Wednesday 19th

KMotion 3.20-5pm

Friday 21st

School Disco

Tuesday 25th

School Photo Day

Thursday 27th

Grade 3/4 Camp Information Session 3.30pm

JUNE
Tuesday 1st

Division Cross Country grades 3-6

Wednesday 2nd

Last KMotion 3.20-5pm

Thursday 3rd

5/6 Camp Information Session 3.30pm

Friday 4th

Book Club Orders Due today

Friday 4th

Curriculum Day

Wednesday 9th

Lightning Premiership: 5-6 Students at Worrell Reserve

Wednesday 9thFriday 11th

Grade 3/4 Camp Manyung

Monday 14th

Queens Birthday - Curriculum Day

Tuesday 22nd—
Thursday 24th

Grade 5/6 Camp Woorabina

Friday 25th

Last day of Term 2.30pm Finish

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE
Bren’s Banter
Dear Families and Friends,
Congratulations and well done to our grades 3 and 5 students who completed their NAPLAN testing last Thursday. I must say it
was a great experience watching all our students trying their absolute best during the four tests covering language conventions, writing, reading and numeracy. All parents and guardians will receive an individual student NAPLAN report later in the year. At Gembrook, we will use the results to assist in identifying areas of curriculum achievement and improvement, as well as areas of individual student need.

Open Day
There existed such a lovely feel throughout our Open Day held last Saturday morning. The morning was really well attended in
spite of some chilly weather. Families were provided with comprehensive tours led superbly by our grade five and six students and
including students across all levels. A big thank you to our students for supporting our Open Day, attending in full school uniform
and providing prospective families with such a great introduction to our school.
Thank you to our wonderful staff who attended and who had put in lots of time and effort preparing classrooms and displaying student work. Thank you also to Stu Watson who spent time on Friday preparing our school grounds superbly for the open day.
I really can’t tell you just how proud I am of our students, our staff and our families.
School Disco
Just a reminder that our school disco is on this Friday 21 st May. The disco is a PFA fundraiser and we are all looking forward to
seeing you there! For this year, the disco is being held in the multipurpose room (gym) and access will be via the rear driveway/
carpark.
The junior disco will run from 4:30pm to 5:30pm for students in grade Prep to 3 and then the senior disco will run from 5:45pm –
7:00pm for students in grade 3 to 6. Students in grade 3 may choose which disco they attend.
A big thank you to our hardworking PFA for organising and facilitating our school disco!
DSSI Update:
Earlier this year I let you know that as a school, we were proud to be chosen to participate in the DET Differentiated Support for
School Improvement (DSSI) initiative. We have been working with DSSI leading teachers Stephanie Koble and Tim Mulhall and
throughout this term, the focus has been on the guided reading component of literacy lessons. Steph and Tim have been working in
classrooms, modelling guided reading sessions and then observing and providing feedback around our guided reading sessions.
National Simultaneous Storytime:
I’m really proud of the close and productive relationship that we enjoy with both our kindergarten and early childhood learning centre. As I have said before, I believe Gembrook is ‘The Education Town’, so it was an honour to be asked by Gembrook Kindergarten to participate in the National Simultaneous Storytime for 2021.
Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator, is read simultaneously (11:00am) in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and many other places around the country.
For this year, the book, Give me some space! written and illustrated by Philip Bunting, was also read by an astronaut from the International Space Station on Wednesday 19 May 2021 at 11:00am (AEST) – very exciting!
A big thank you to all the kinder kids and to Kim Busacca and her amazing team at Gembrook Kinder!
Parent Survey:
We are a school that is always striving for improvement, so as part of our 2021 AIP we will be conducting a short survey seeking
parent input around what our school is currently doing well and any areas for improvement. We will make every effort to ensure a
strong response rate and we will share the data collected using the same process as our three annual DET surveys. The GPS Parent
Survey will be available for completion on-line via Google Forms between Monday 24th May and Monday 7th June.
The link for the survey is:
https://forms.gle/L6th6dcnYCjng2N7A
Thank you for taking the time to provide us with valuable feedback.
Have a great week and all the best, Brendan.

Liam Prep L
You are such a happy and confident learner Liam. You have worked diligently to meet your personal learning goals in
writing. I love the way you always share your ideas with our team during maths to help your classmates learn!
Elizabeth Prep M
For the amazing writing you have produced this week. Your schema around animals has translated into great facts for
your informative book. We can’t wait to see the finished product. Keep up your excellent effort Lizzy!
Jaxx Prep G
You have been a great team member in our classroom by helping others and always showing kindness. You have contributed to our lessons and displayed enthusiasm towards your learning. Fantastic work!
Liam 1F
Well done on a terrific effort in writing down your facts about dogs. We are looking forward to learning all about dogs
when we read your book! Keep up the great work Liam!
Maisie 2B
Maisie, you absolutely blossomed on Grade 2 Camp. It was wonderful to watch you take initiative when leading your
team in different tasks. I loved watching your confidence shine through!
Brodie 2W
For demonstrating excellent behaviour on Grade 2 camp. Not only did you listen and follow instructions, but you were
such an encouraging and helpful teammate to your peers. It was so fantastic to see Brodie. Proud of you, keep up the
fantastic work!
Blake 3/4O
Your classmates have noticed what a positive role model you are, as you are always engaged and focused in class, and
it is clear that you value your time at school. You support your peers, encourage them to do their best, and you bring
such good energy to our classroom. Keep working hard Blake.
Aurora 3/4S
You were nominated by your classmates for being a shining example in 3/4S! You are consistently striving for success,
helping your peers with their work when they are struggling and putting in 100%. It is also great to hear you are being a
fantastic friend and helping people who are feeling alone in the yard. Keep being a super star, Aurora!
Aden 5/6M
Congratulations, Aden! You have started the term with focus and a determined attitude towards your work. You are
steadily increasing your organisational skills and building the quality of your work. It is great to see you challenging yourself and engaging positively with each task. Great work Aden!
Banjo 34L ART
Well done Banjo for working diligently on your teddy bear during the past few lessons in art. You not only managed to
finish it first but you have done a great job dressing up your teddy bear.
Keep up the great work Banjo!
Macey 34L ART
Macey, you are receiving this award for being persistent with the blanket stitch while stitching your teddy bear.
Also, you are a great art monitor! You show many traits of a true student leader such as willing to serve others, hard
working and responsible. Well done, Macey!
Erin 3/4S ITALIAN
Erin, what an amazing Italian monitor you are. You are always ready to help out in the classroom, but what I love the
most, is your example of attentive listening, independence, and accurate and tidy written work. Bravissima!!

Hugh Prep L

You have done an amazing job writing your dinosaur book! I am impressed with how you are recording the sounds you
hear. You have worked diligently to publish your writing as well. A great effort Hugh!
Owen Prep G

You have had a brilliant week of learning! You have displayed great effort by answering questions during class discussions and focusing hard during independent work times. Wonderful work Owen, keep it up!
Sebastian Prep M

Well done Sebastian on an amazing week of learning. You have displayed great enthusiasm and effort towards your
work and always try to take on board feed back. Keep up the excellent effort Seb!
Ella 1F

Well done Ella on being a kind and considerate member of our class! You always strive to try your best with your own
learning, as well as always helping others. You should be very proud of yourself!
Lachlan 2B

Lachlan, your non-fiction report on your Green Anaconda is outstanding. You have informed your reader by synthesising
your facts and writing them in your own words. I have loved watching your confidence and independence grow.
Hayden 2W

Hayden, watching you create your non-fiction report on Sloths has been spectacular! You have really applied yourself to
synthesise the information and facts in your own words with rich descriptive language. I am so proud of the amazing report you have produced and how hard you have worked. Keep it up Hayden!
Alyssa 3/4O

You have been working so hard to improve your speed and accuracy with addition and subtraction, helping you achieve
your personal best score on Blitzmaster. I love that you independently set yourself up to practice each morning when you
arrive at school. Amazing work Alyssa, I am so proud of you!
Jack 3/4L

You are an enthusiastic and inquisitive student who shares your passion for learning with our class. I am so proud of the
kindness you show others, and the way you demonstrate high expectations for learning. Thankyou for working hard this
week in NAPLAN, and continually having your best go.
Max 3/4S

You are continuously showing dedication to your learning, contributing to class discussions, and asking questions to clarify information. The support and kindness you show your peers both in and out of the classroom is admirable. I am so
proud of your efforts in NAPLAN this week Max. Keep putting in the hard work and the sky will be your limit!
Matilda 5/6M

Congratulations, Matilda! You attitude towards your learning makes you truly deserving of this award every week. I am
continuously impressed by your willingness to engage in each learning situation. Your peers benefit greatly from the
highly valuable contributions you make and I always look forward to our conferences together. You come organised and
with a new learning goal in mind which is so great to see. Awesome work, Matilda
Henry Prep G ART

Henry, you have surprised me with your super painting skills! Your race car driver and the 60-speed limit road sign are
done carefully painting between the lines.
Also, I am so lucky to have you as the art monitor for Prep G, for you are always there with a big smile to help me around
the art room. Thank you, Henry, for being a super awesome role model to your classmates!
Henry Prep G PE

Henry, you have done an outstanding job in basketball and have acquired new skills. I can see you’ve absorbed the
teaching cues, and your dribbling and shooting technique have already improved rapidly. Awesome work Henry!
India 5/6J Italian
India, you are such a mature student. Your wonderful positive attitude and commitment to learning is showing great results. I’m also proud of the way that when you understand a concept, you are willing to help others. Bravissima!

Reader of the Week: Erin 3/4S
Writer of the Week: Kassie 5/6M
Speller of the Week: Sarah 1F
Mathlete of the Week: Hunter 1V

Reader of the Week: Maaike 2B
Writer of the Week: Liam 3/4O
Speller of the Week: Alex 5/6J
Mathlete of the Week: Henry PL

Gemmie’s Mind-Blowing Maths ..1,2,3…
(Term2 Week5)
The following is a triangle made up of numbers.
If you take a closer look at it you can see a pattern/method or a rule used to figure out
the next line.
This is called the Pascal Triangle.

So, this week try and figure out the numbers that could go inside each bracket.
Once you do this, come and see Mrs. D with your answers.
Try doing this as a family activity. Get your older sisters and brothers to help you. Ask your Nan and
Pop for the answer or even your next-door neighbours if they are friendly. �

Come see Mrs D with your answers to receive a beautiful star smiley face. �

Watch this space for the correct answers in the next newsletter
Answers to last week’s maths question (T2W3)

Senior School Question
This question is from the last year’s APSMO Math Olympiad competition. See if you can
solve this!
Hint: Think of the Order of Operations: BIDMAS (Or BODMAS).

This is the answer given on the APSMO website. However, all you have to do is put
each operation in the spaces and calculate the answer using BIDMAS.
Make sure you do that in an orderly fashion not to miss any combinations.

Junior School Question
If

1234= 55
1632= 93
1525= 76
3424= 67

Then 6171=????
1234= 55
4+1=5
2+3=5

1632= 93
1+2=3
6+3=9
Check the other two the same way

So
3424= 67
3+4=7
4+2=6

On Monday the 17th May 45 selected students from grade 3-6 had the opportunity to participate in the district cross
country at the Lilydale lake vs 5 district schools. The day started off worryingly with some light rain, but took a shift and
we got a glimpse of some sun and clear weather for our runners. Students ran approximately 3kms against 50 students

On Wednesday the 19th may, our school was fortunate enough to host the NBL gametime program from the South East
Melbourne Phoenix. A community coach arrived after recess to run a personalised clinic for each of the 6 year levels.
Following this, 4 of South East Melbourne’s players Kyle Adnam, Reuben Terangi, Keifer Skyes and Adam Gibson came
to play our grade 5-6 students in a once in a lifetime match. Unfortunately, the professionals won the match, but it
was an exciting atmosphere and prizes were given to selected students throughout the day. We are thankful, and still
full of excitement for having these players at our School!

23rd Layla 1V
23rd Zac 3/4S
23rd Nia 5/6J
26th Liam 5/6J
29th Nate 5/6M
29th Matilda 5/6M
30th Sean 1V
30th Aurora 3/4S
31st Lachlan 2B
31st Luke 2W

Tuesday
25th
May

Students Late to School

ALL students who are late to school (as of 9am )
MUST collect a late pass from the office and
be signed in by a parent
BEFORE they go to class
Roles are marked as soon as students arrive in class
This is to ensure that the school has an accurate role of students who are present
Student Absences
Please notify the school of student absences before 9.30am on the day of the absence.
Notification via COMPASS, the school app, is preferable.

At 9:30am parents of students with an unexplained absence will receive and SMS link as a
further prompt and way of reporting an absence

