Gembrook Primary School
50 Main Rd GEMBROOK 3783 Ph: 03 5968 1313 Fax: 03 5968 1548
email: gembrook.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.gembrookps.vic.edu.au

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm

Vision: To provide every student with every
opportunity to be the best they can be.

Mission Statement
A view to the future
Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational education community,
providing a safe and supportive learning environment that enables a personalised,
engaging and challenging learning program. Our objective is for students to achieve
the academic, social, emotional and physical growth to thrive in a global society
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A VIEW TO THE FUTURE
Bren’s Banter
Dear Families and Friends,
Autumn is such a great time of year and there is no doubt that our school is looking absolutely superb. Please take the time on a
beautiful autumn day to take in the hills and valleys beyond the school and extending to the Great Dividing Range. We really do
have the most incredible setting for a school.
Rainbows come to Gemmy!
A massive thank you to the Child family, who spent last weekend adding some beautiful rainbow colours to the two seats along the
eastern pedestrian entrance. The seats now look so bright and inviting and they add such a superb dash of colour in readiness for
our open day coming up on Saturday 15th May.

NAPLAN
Next week, students in grade 3 and grade 5 will complete NAPLAN testing. The testing schedule is:
Tuesday 11th May – Literacy (Language Conventions and Writing)
Wednesday 12th May – Literacy (Reading)
Thursday 13th May - Numeracy
NAPLAN stands for National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy and there is no doubt that if you follow the media, you
will read, see and hear lots of different opinions around the positives and/or negatives of NAPLAN.
At Gembrook, we believe that NAPLAN tests are important in that they complement our existing range of school-based assessments. NAPLAN tests provide point-in-time information in relation to student performance in literacy and numeracy only. They
are NOT intended to be pass / fail type tests.
As always, it is important that students come prepared to try their best, but they should not be overwhelmed by the experience.
Whilst we have spent some time this term familiarising students with the formats of the tests, we believe that an excellent, engaging
and rigorous teaching and learning program provides the best opportunity for success. If you have any questions about NAPLAN,
please come and see me.
EDEC Athletics Day
On Wednesday the 28th of March, students from grade 3-6 represented Gembrook Primary School during EDEC Athletics at
Cockatoo Sports Reserve. It was an exciting day for our students, competing in track, field and relay events. Gembrook Primary
School finished 5th overall, with several students gaining divisional invitations. Congratulations to all students who participated on
the day and thank you to all parents for their support and cheering. I was filled with pride watching our students try their absolute
best and watching them support and cheer each other on. A big thank you to Mr. Adnam who organised this great day for our
athletics stars!
Kmotion is back!
Our ever popular Kmotion is back for Term 2 commencing on Wednesday 5 th May. Kmotion is a FREE after school program that
provides a fantastic range of fun activities and games and runs from 3:20pm – 5:00pm. Kmotion of course is facilitated by our
friends at St. Lukes Cockatoo and we truly acknowledge and appreciate the work that Steve, Brodie, Naomi and the entire team at
St. Lukes put into supporting our community. Kmotion will be with us for the following Term 2 Dates:
Wednesday 5th May
Wednesday 12th May
Wednesday 19th May
Wednesday 26th May
Wednesday 2nd June
If you haven’t done so already please call into the office and register for Kmotion!

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE
Bren’s Banter
Grade 2 Camp
What a fantastic experience was had by all this Tuesday and Wednesday at our grade two camp which was held at Log Cabin
Ranch. It was such a great venue with lots of interesting activities and the food was superb! Our students had an absolute ball on
the low ropes course, mini-golf and pedal carts and lots of other great activities!
A huge thank you to our wonderful staff Miss. Banks, Miss. Watson, Mrs. Drew, Signora Bennett, Mrs. D, Lisa and pre-service
teacher Kara who attended camp and looked after our grade two students so well.
Also a big thank you to parents Chris, Richard and Rebecca who attended and assisted with camp.
I suspect EVERYONE slept VERY WELL on Wednesday night!
The importance of reading!
Reading is such an important skill. In our modern world it is more important than ever. Children learn about the importance of reading as they watch family members use reading and writing for everyday purposes. Reading with your child at home will help your
child in all learning areas of school.
TIPS TO HELP YOUR CHILDREN READ AT HOME:
Read aloud to children; It helps them to learn the language of books and will encourage them to enjoy books and reading. Talk
about books, read together and make reading an enjoyable, shared activity. Make sure there is a wide range of reading material for
your child at home, both fiction and non-fiction. Make a ritual of reading with your child before bed. Doing this makes children
look forward to bed time and finishes the day on a really positive, fun note.
WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
We place great importance on student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and are
conducting a student survey to seek feedback on our school. The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by
the Department of Education and Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of
school. Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.
Students from Years 4, 5 & 6 will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during school hours using a
purpose built secure online survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child, but rather seeking
their opinion. Participation in the survey is definitely encouraged but not compulsory. Your child will be provided with a unique
login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey are kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in
the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times.
The Attitudes to School Survey will be conducted over the period Monday 17th May to Friday 28th May. The survey only takes 30
minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time.
The survey results will be reported back to the school before the end of term two. All survey data that is made available in reports
are for groups of students only, no individual student can be identified. I will communicate survey results via school council and the
school newsletter once they are available.
PBL Parent Information Evening
A big thank you to all mums, dads and family members who attended our Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) Parent Information Evening that was held in the library on Tuesday 27 th April. DET PBL Support Coach Sarah Spence presented a comprehensive and interactive summary of PBL at Gembrook, including the rationale and future implementation steps. Parent input in relation
to our student positive behaviours matrix was also sought. Whilst we are still in the early stages of implementation, we are all really
excited about the potential positive impact that PBL will have on our students and their engagement in learning. For parents and
carers who were unable to attend the information evening, I’ve put together a PowerPoint summary of the evening, as well as a copy
of the matrix for your consideration and input. This has been communicated via Compass. If you can please contact me before
Friday 14th May with any further PBL matrix suggestions, that would be much appreciated, as our next step will be to seek student
input prior to finalising our behaviour matrix.
As I’ve said many times, we have the very best staff in any school I know, and the sheer number of our staff who gave up their
Tuesday evening, in order to attend and support our parent information evening is strong testament to the student-centred culture
that we have at Gembrook.
Open Day Saturday 15th May
Our Open Day will take place on Saturday 15th May commencing at 9:00am and concluding at 12:00pm. We would love to see lots
of new prospective families come and take a comprehensive tour of our beautiful school during the morning. Families of students
from ALL levels are most welcome and student work will be on display in all classrooms. This is a fantastic opportunity to visit
Gembrook Primary School and experience the welcoming and lovely community spirit that exists, as well as getting a feel for the
comprehensive teaching and learning program on which Gembrook Primary School prides itself.
Mothers Day Stall
It was fantastic seeing students purchasing something ‘special’ for mum to help celebrate Mother’s Day coming up this Sunday May
9th. A massive thank you to our hardworking Parents and Friends Association (PFA) who organised such a great Mother’s Day
Stall!
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY to all our beautiful mums! We hope you have a brilliant day.
Have a great week everyone and all the best, Bren.

Thank you to all the families who participated in the
Anzac Day March at the Gembrook Cenotaph

Abbey Prep L
Abbey, it has been wonderful to watch your confidence grow in the first week of this term! You are beginning
to take risks and work independently. I was very impressed with your work during our maths lesson on problem solving. Your diagram was fantastic!
Tyler Prep G
What a super star you have been this week! It has been wonderful to see you engaged and focused during learning time. You have
also been a great team member by using your manners and helping others. Fantastic work Tyler, keep up the good work!
Callen Prep M
Congratulations Callen for the improvement you made over the holidays, and during this week, with your phonics sound knowledge. It
was amazing seeing you now know all 26 single letter sounds. A fantastic effort!
Mila 1F
For the effort you have put into creating and organising your non-fiction booklets about cats and other fun facts. You have been able
to teach us a lot about your topics. Keep up the great work Mila!
Ruby 1V
Ruby, you have definitely stepped up your learning in the classroom. You have been helping your fellow peers develop their understanding by sharing your knowledge and skills with them. Impressive work, Ruby!
Ollie 2B
Ollie, you have had such a magnificent start to Term 2. You have been so engaged within all our mini lessons across all subject areas. Thank you for passionately contributing and actively participating in every aspect of our lessons.
Lowan 2W
Lowan, you have demonstrated at the start of this term and the whole year the school values of respect and high expectations. You
always have an amazing level of focus and dedication for any task you attempt. You always do everything to your highest possible
standard. Well done Lowan and thanks for being an outstanding role model for others!
Isla 3/4O
You were nominated by your classmates for being an excellent role model in 3/4O. You offer your help when your peers need it, always focus on your learning, and give 100% to your work. Your positive attitude in the classroom does not go unnoticed. Great job
Isla!
Matilda 3/4L
For your fantastic start to the term and your positive attitude towards learning. You have made great efforts to improve your persuasive writing, and continually seek out ways to extend yourself. You are such a kind member of our classroom, and you regularly offer
to help others. You should be incredibly proud of your efforts Matilda.
Emelia 3/4S
For the dedication you are showing to your learning. I am so impressed with how hard you worked during our vertical addition lessons
this week. It was great to see you bringing in some extra work from home! Keep up the fantastic efforts Emelia!
Bryan 5/6J
Bryan, your efforts returning to school this term have been exceptional. I have been so impressed by your attitude towards your learning. Your growth mindset has such a positive impact upon your classmates. I can’t wait to see what you achieve this year.
Alinta 5/6M
Alinta, you are such a worthy recipient of this award! You are a shining example of our school values. Your level of concentration is
outstanding and your determination to get the most of each learning situation has seen you make some awesome leaps in your understanding. You quietly lead by example and we are so lucky to have your calm, positive and friendly attitude in our grade!
Harmony 2B ART
What an awesome monster puppy you have Harmony!!
I am really impressed with how you creatively converted your monster truck into an adorable Dalmatian puppy.
What a super, awesome, effort Harmony!!
Austin 3/4S ITALIAN
Austin, what a fabulous week in Italian you have had! You listened well, understood new grammar concepts. You worked independently and quietly and finished all the work accurately! Tu sei Bravissimo!!

Heath Prep L
Heath, you have returned to school ready to learn! You continue to apply yourself across all activities. You have really improved your
whole body listen skills, AND love sharing your new phonics knowledge with the group! Keep it up!
Cody Prep G
Cody, you have started the Term with great enthusiasm towards your learning. In your Writing you have been working hard on writing
your informative facts, using the sounds you can hear and including spaces and full stops. What a wonderful start to Term 2!
Chloe Prep M
You have been working so hard during reading lessons. You have been an amazing reading partner and you have listened to and
encouraged your partner brilliantly. The way you have tracked your thinking has been super impressive, Chloe. Keep up the amazing
effort towards your learning.
Cooper 1F
You have worked really hard during our lessons about the language of chance. You are able to identify events that will, won’t and
might happen. Keep up the great work Cooper!
Ruby 1V
Ruby, you have definitely stepped up your learning in the classroom. You have been helping your fellow peers develop their
understanding by sharing your knowledge and skills with them. Impressive work, Ruby!
Gus 2B
Gus, you have had such a magnificent start to Term 2. You have been so engaged in our non-fiction unit. Thank you for sharing your
knowledge with our class. Your engagement and passion is contagious!
Alexia 2W
Lexie, you are such a delight to teach and have in 2W. This week your passion in reading informative texts and tracking your thinking
with new knowledge was contagious! Keep it up Lexie!
Arabella 3/4O
Despite having less time to work on your persuasive piece ‘Save Our Ocean’, you have created an excellent piece of writing. You
have included some engaging facts and a great introduction. This is all due to your hard work and passion for your topic.
Ethan 3/4L
For continually leading by example and upholding our school values. You have made incredible efforts so far as one of our E-Smart
leaders, showing our grade the expectations for the responsible use of technology. You are a fantastic
representative for our class. Well done Cooper!
Eli 3/4S
For the dedication, you are showing to your learning this week. I am so impressed with how hard you tried to extend yourself in our
vertical subtraction topic. Your peers have also identified how supportive and kind you are as a friend. Fantastic effort Ryder, keep
putting in the hard work!
Sam 5/6J
Sam, you are the glue that holds 5/6J together. You give your best in every activity, every week. You support your classmates, and
endeavour to get the most out of your learning every day. Your positive attitude is inspiring and infectious. I feel so thankful to have
you as a member of our grade. Keep up the excellent effort and I’m sure that you will do great things this year, and in high school in
2022.
Izzy 5/6M
Izzy, you have continued to apply a growth mindset to your learning this term! At each opportunity you maximise your engagement
and work hard to reach the success criteria. This attitude has such a positive influence on those around you. Our entire class benefits
from your respectful and friendly nature and I am so glad that you are a part of the 5/6 M team! Keep it up Izzy!
Lexia 2W ART
Lexie, I am really impressed with how you took time and effort to colour your monster truck. Your choice of colour and the patterns
you have made on your monster truck resembles that of a great artist.
Well done Lexie!
Bridget 2B ITALIAN
Bridget, your attitude to learning in Italian is outstanding. You use active listening, and are consistently recalling the correct answers
during conversation and questioning. You are a classroom role model! Brava!

Reader of the Week: Jaiden Prep G
Writer of the Week: Bonnie 2 W
Speller of the Week: Phoenix 3/4O
Mathlete of the Week: Zarah 5/6M

Reader of the Week: Max 5/6 J
Writer of the Week: Cooper Prep M
Speller of the Week: Rocco 1 V
Mathlete of the Week: Aiden 3/4 L

This week I have two questions. One for Senior school, and one for Junior
school. (You can do either one or both)
Senior School Question
This question is from last year’s APSMO Math Olympiad competition. See if
you can solve this.
Hint: Think of the Order of Operations: BIDMAS (Or BODMAS).

Junior School Question
If
1234= 55
1632= 93
1525= 76
3424= 67

Come see Mrs D with your answers to receive a beautiful star smiley face. �
Watch this space for the correct answers in the next newsletter
Answers to last week’s maths question (T2W1)
4 + 1 = 53
4+1=5
4–1=3
3 + 2 = 51
3+2=5
3-2=1
4 + 3 = 71
4+3=7
4-3=1
5 + 2 = 73

5+2=7
5-2=3
Then 6 + 3 = 93
6+3=9
6-3=3

Mobile March

3rd
Place
GPS

The results for Mobile March have come in and
show that Gembrook Primary School are the 3rd
most active school in the region.
What a Fantastic and huge effort!
This gives us even more motivation to stay active and
try and get that grand prize next year!

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS INDUCTION
Dear Families
The Department of Education requires all volunteer workers to have an induction
each year. The next session will be Friday 14th May at 9.15am.
Please meet Mrs Drew in the office foyer. The school relies on and values our
volunteers. If you think you can contribute some time then please come along to
this induction session. Thank you

2nd Mitchell 1V
3rd Elijah 1V
4th Cody PrepJ
4thWilliam 5/6M
5th Matilda 3/4L
5th Alexander 3/4L
5th Bryan 5/6J
6th Amara 5/6M
7th Alyssa 3/4O
10th Alessi 2B

Tuesday
25th
May

Latest application date 25/6/2021,
the sooner the application is made
the sooner the funds may become
available.

Students Late to School

ALL students who are late to school (as of 9am )
MUST collect a late pass from the office and
be signed in by a parent
BEFORE they go to class
Roles are marked as soon as students arrive in class
This is to ensure that the school has an accurate role of students who are present
Student Absences
Please notify the school of student absences before 9.30am on the day of the absence.
Notification via COMPASS, the school app, is preferable.

At 9:30am parents of students with an unexplained absence will receive and SMS link as a
further prompt and way of reporting an absence

