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Gembrook Primary School 

Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

21st April, 2021 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 

APRIL  

Thursday 22nd Grade 2 Information Session 3.30pm 

Sunday 25th Anzac Day (meet for March at 10.30am) 

Tuesday 27th Positive Behaviours for Learning  
information night 6.30pm-8pm 

Wednesday 28th District Athletics 

MAY  

Monday 3rd –  
Wednesday 5th 

Mothers Day Stall 

Tuesday 4th— 
Wednesday 5th 

Grade 2 Camp 

Wednesday 5th  K-Motion 

Tuesday 11th— 
Thursday 13th 

NAPLAN 

Saturday 15th  School Open Day 9am –12pm 

Monday 17th Cross Country Lilydale Lake Grade 3-6 

Wednesday 19th School Council 

Friday 21st School Disco 

Tuesday 25th  School Photos 

Thursday 27th Grade 3/4 Camp Information Session 3.30pm 

JUNE  

Wednesday 9th-  
Friday 11th 

Grade 3/4 Camp 

Tuesday 22nd— 
Thursday 24th 

Grade 5/6 Camp 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational educa-

tion community, providing a safe and supportive learning envi-

ronment that enables a personalised, engaging and challeng-

ing learning program. Our objective is for students to achieve 

the academic, social, emotional and physical growth to thrive 

in a global society  



 

 

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE 
 

Bren’s Banter 

Dear Families and Friends,  
 
A very warm welcome back everyone to what is shaping up to be an exciting term of learning at Gembrook.  I hope you 
all had a lovely holiday and Easter, and are now feeling re-energised as we resume our year of learning together. 
There is plenty happening this term (as always) including ANZAC Day March, Grade 2 Camp at Log Cabin Ranch 
Monbulk, Grade 3/4 Camp at Manyung Mt. Eliza, Grade 5/6 Camp at Woorabinda Yallourn Nth, Mother’s Day Stall, 
NAPLAN, School Disco, EDEC Cross Country, School Photos, our School Open Day and of course Student Semester 1 
Reports. We are also hosting a School Community Information Evening on PBL (Positive Behaviours for Learning) 
which will be held on Tuesday 27th April at 6:30pm in the school library.   Further information regarding these initia-
tives and activities will be sent home shortly.    
 
Healthy food contributes to improved student learning! 
Gembrook Primary School is a ‘Health Promoting School’ and we know that healthy eating can help student learning in 
the classroom. Research shows that eating a healthy diet and being physically active can improve energy levels for opti-
mal attentiveness, increase focus and improve overall academic performance.  Please ensure that your child’s lunch box 
contains healthy food and snacks.  
 
School grounds: 
We are VERY proud of our buildings and grounds, as well as our awesome views out across the fields and valleys to-
wards the superb Great Dividing Range.  As a school, we are always striving to improve and this definitely includes our 
facilities.  A big thank you to Stu Watson who completed lots of improvement work over the holidays including blower 
vaccing, weeding garden beds, high pressure cleaning the concrete area outside the senior toilets and intensive tree prun-
ing. 
Additional works over the holidays included re painting all external yellow safety step markings and installing a new 
high definition TV in 5/6J’s classroom.   
 
Mathematics: 
Our two Applied Maths topics for this term are Mapping, Location and Transformation and Chance.  These topics have 
brilliant links to ‘real life’ maths skills that our students will be able to take with them and apply throughout their lives.  
Teachers have planned some fantastic ‘hands on’ learning activities for these great maths topics.  All students complete 
a pre-test at the beginning of each topic that establishes prior skills and knowledge, and informs differentiated lesson 
planning in order to maximise individual student learning and engagement.  At the completion of each topic, all students 
complete a post-test that is used to measure student learning growth and to assess further areas for instruction. 
 
Board Games now part of our Swap n Go Library:  
Our swap n go library that was installed in the main car park last year to further support our school community during 
remote learning, continues to be well utilised.  We are now really excited to announce that board games will be added to 
the library as a swap n go resource.   
If you are able to donate any suitable board games, can you please leave them at the office?  
 
ANZAC Day 
ANZAC Day is next Sunday and there will be a march followed by a ceremony at the Gembrook Cenotaph commencing 
at 11:00am.  We would love to see students and families attend and our school captains will lay a wreath on behalf of 
our school.  Students marching will need to be in full school uniform.  Let’s meet at the corner of Redwood Rd and 
Main St. at 10:30am in readiness for the march which should get underway at approx. 10:45am.  Also just a reminder 
that ANZAC Day appeal merchandise is available for sale this week at the office priced from $1 - $10. 
ANZAC Day is the day on which we remember all Australians who served and died in all wars and in operational ser-
vice. The spirit of ANZAC, with its qualities of courage, mateship, and sacrifice, continues to have meaning and rele-
vance for our sense of national identity. 
 
Open Day Saturday 15th May 
Our Open Day will take place on Saturday 15th  May commencing at 9:00am and concluding at 12:00pm.  We would 
love to see lots of new prospective families come and take in a comprehensive tour of our beautiful school during the 
morning.  Families of students from ALL levels are most welcome and student work will be on display in all class-
rooms.   This is a fantastic opportunity to visit Gembrook Primary School and experience the welcoming and lovely 
community spirit that exists, as well as getting a feel for the comprehensive teaching and learning program on which 
Gembrook Primary School prides itself.   



 

 

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE 
 

Bren’s Banter 

 
Positive Behaviours for Learning – Parent Information Evening Tuesday 27th April @ 6:30pm 
As part of our 2021 GPS Annual Implementation Plan (AIP), we are implementing the Department of Education and 
Training (DET) initiative ‘Positive Behaviours for Learning’ (PBL).  PBL is a systems approach for establishing the 
social, cultural and individualized suppor ts needed for  all students to achieve both social and academic success. 
Evidence-based features of PBL 

Prevention 
Defining and teaching positive social expectations (just like we do academics) 
Acknowledging positive behaviour 
Building Consistency 
Arranging consistent responses to challenging behaviour 
Maintaining on-going collection and use of data for informing decision-making 
Establishing a continuum of interventions  
Utilising team-based implementation (systems that support effective practices) 

We would like to invite you to a PBL Parent Information Session on Tuesday 27th April in the school library commenc-
ing at 6:30pm.  We’ll provide the pizzas and lots of information about PBL, as well seek your input and answer any 
questions you may have.   
 
Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) 
In early term two 2021, our school, along with thousands of others across the country will begin preparations for the 
fifth Australian Early Development Census (AEDC).  
The AEDC provides a national picture of the development, health and wellbeing of children in their first year of full-
time school. Since 2009, the census results have helped communities, schools and governments plan services and devel-
op better policies to target support for children and families. 
Children don’t miss any class time, and parents/carers don’t need to supply schools with any new information for the 
census. The AEDC gives us data at a school and community level - it isn’t an assessment of individual children. 
Participation in the AEDC is voluntary. Parents/carers don’t need to take any action unless they choose not to include 
their children in the census. 
To find out more about the census and how communities are using the data to help children and families visit the AEDC 
website: www.aedc.gov.au. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Welcome new ES staff 
A very warm Gembrook welcome to Jacqueline McLean, Mollie Trounson and Molly-Jean Alchin who are commenc-
ing in part time education support roles this term.   
 
Have a great week everyone and all the best, Bren. 

http://www.aedc.gov.au


 

 

 
 

Student Voice and Agency 
Stellar Grant began our March School Council meeting with a wrap up of SRC since our February meeting. Please read Stellar’s 
report below; 
 

Hello everyone and thank you for attending tonight’s council meeting! 
Tonight, I am going to talk about what happened in the second session of SRC meetings and fund-
raisers coming up! 
Last year, in term 2, the grade 4/5/6 students did an Attitude To School Survey. Since it was a re-
mote learning task, only 23 students submitted to the survey, so it’s not completely accurate. All of 
our staff members look at the feedback and have a meeting regarding the answers, then they all 
make different ‘teacher goals’, if there is any negative feedback. 
We had a vote in our meeting regarding where we learn and most wanted to learn outside, but some-
body suggested only people who get their work done and are trustworthy should get to do extension 
work outside, either on the soccer pitch, circle of harmony or the basketball court.  
We also talked about improving our behaviour with “SWPB”. If you don’t know what that stands for 
it is “School Wide Positive Behaviour”. 
Some very negative feedback that the survey brought was; Gembrook Primary doesn’t deal with bul-
lying properly. Now this is a BIG problem, we want our students to feel safe in our school grounds. 
We thought of an idea to help our students. If you get made fun of, bullied or any sort of ongoing 
abuse, they should either get a detention, suspension, or expelled (However far it escalates). 
There is a scented page stall on the 3rd and 5th April, if you don’t know what that is, it is a stall that 
10-15 girls in grade 5/6 raise money for different problems. This time we are raising money for can-
cer research.  
Thank you for listening and have a great night! 
Stellar Grant  

 
Parent Opinion Survey 
The parent opinion survey is one of three DET surveys done each year. The three surveys are the student Attitude to School Sur-
vey, the Parent Opinion Survey and the Staff Opinion Survey. 
The Parent Opinion Survey was presented in a power point and included a summary of the things to be celebrated and the areas to 
be addressed. 33 parents responded from the 164 invited. The survey took place during remote learning. This is the first year that 
the survey was offered to all families. DET included a remote learning satisfaction and work load component to the survey in re-
sponse to the unique COVID year OF 2020.  
 
Councillors were shown the data and given time to read through each category. Please see below the areas for celebration and areas 
for improvement; 
Celebration: 

Most categories more positive than negative  
Teachers expect students do their best 88% 
Teachers enthusiastic & positive 85% 
Students are safe at school 85% 
Parents believe their child is treated with respect 88% 
Connectedness to school 84% 
Physical environment 88% 

Areas for improvement: 
In recognition of a tough year the AIP includes the DET goal zero includes school connectedness – home school partnerships 
Opportunities to improve communication 

Areas the school has already made or making changes in: 
Updates to the communication policy to tighten response times, providing receipt/acknowledgement of communications re-

ceived. 
Parent forums/sharing and having our community knowledgeable and committed to the same expectations. A Positive Behav-

iours for Learning (PBL) forum is coming next week.  
Compass chronicles to be initiated. 

DET Representatives Parent/Community Representatives 

Brendan Fitzpatrick 
Kerri Drew 
Ellie O’Mara 
Kirsten Varga 
Christian Fraser 

Michael Andrews Luke 
Dean Prouse 
Dean Macumber 
Nicola Todd 
Nicola Power 
Michelle Atzmuller 
Tamara Ware 
Dana Simpson Walker 
Kafi O’Connor Ward 



 

 

 
Enterprise Market 
Each year our grade 5/6 students run an Enterprise Market as part of their maths program and raise funds for the grade 6 Big Day 
Out and the following year grade 6 jackets. In 2020, due to the COVID restrictions, only students were able to attend the Enterprise 
Market and it was a fantastic success. Please see below the financial breakdown for the 2020 Enterprise Market; 

 
 

Principal’s Report: 2020 Annual Report to the School Community 
The ‘Annual Report to the school community 2020’ was endorsed by Council.  
 
This report is generated by the Department of Education with components of the report drawing on data from many of its sources 
including surveys, payroll data, enrolment data and financial data. The school contributes explanatory notes to the report. There is 
an explanatory note for 2020 in relation to academic achievement; less data was available as NAPLAN testing was not conducted 
and so achievements were marked only on teacher judgements which are rigorously monitored at our school.  
The report can be viewed on the school website. 
 
Communication 
Compass 
We have launched Compass Chronicles, so for those students who are working hard towards their goals or abiding by our school 
values of respect and high expectations, a Compass Chronicle will be sent home. 
Website 
A reminder, our website is now live, with additions being added on a regular basis. 
The new web address is: www.gembrookps.vic.edu.au/wp/ 

 
Camps 
Reminder around camp dates, with the Grade 2 camp being moved one day forward due to a request from the Log Cabin Ranch 
Camp; 
Grade 2: Log Cabin Ranch (Monbulk) 4-5 May 2021 
Grade 3/4: Manyung Camp (Mt. Eliza) 9-11 June 2021 
Grade 5/6: Woorabinda Camp (Yallourn Nth.) 22-24 June 2021 

Buildings and Grounds 
The Accessible Building works are now complete and it is wonderful that this work has occurred for our students that need easier 
ways to access all the different areas of the school. 
The senior and junior playgrounds have received a new load of soft fall to protect our students in the event of a fall.  
 

Fundraising 
The annual Mother’s Day stall and a term 2 disco are coming up. The Mother’s day stall will run from the 3rd to the 5th of May and 
the disco will be held on the 21st of May. The PFA will also run pie drive in conjunction with the Emerald Bakery commencing on 
April 30th through until June 4th. 
 

2021 Production 
The production of ‘Matilda’ has been approved for term 3, with two performances at EPAC on Tuesday the 14 th of September 

5:30pm and 7pm. 

2020 ENTERPRISE MARKET 

Takings $2,290.60 

Profit $2,290.60 

Big Day Out (Gumbuya World) -$1537.27 

Subsidy to Grade 6 Jackets -$753.33 

TOTAL 0 

http://www.gembrookps.vic.edu.au/wp/


 

 

Students Late to School 
ALL students who are late to school (as of 9am )  

MUST collect a late pass from the office and  
be signed in by a  parent 

BEFORE they go to class 
Roles are marked as soon as students arrive in class 

This is to ensure that the school has an accurate role of students who are present 

Student Absences 
Please notify the school of student absences before 9.30am on the day of the absence.   

Notification via COMPASS, the school app, is preferable. 

At 9:30am parents of students with an unexplained absence will receive and SMS  link as a 
further prompt and way of reporting an absence 



 

 

See if you can solve this? 
If  

4 + 1 = 53 
3 + 2 = 51 
4 + 3 = 71 
5 + 2 = 73 

                     Then 6 + 3 = ??? 
 

If so come see Mrs D with your answers to receive beautiful 

star smiley face. �   
 
Watch this space for the correct answers in the next newsletter 
 
Answers to last week’s maths question  

This is the value of pi correct to 100 decimal plac-

 
= 3. 1 4 1 5 9 2 6 5 3 5 8 9 7 9 3 2 3 8 4 6 2 6 4 3 3 8 3 2 7 9 5 0 2 8 8 4 
1 9 7 1 6 9 3 9 9 3 7 5 1 0 5 8 2 0 9 7 4 9 4 4 5 9 2 3 0 7 8 1 6 4 0 6 2 8 
6 2 0 8 9 9 8 6 2 8 0 3 4 8 2 5 3 4 2 1 1 7 0 6 7 9 
The first 100 decimal places of Pi contains 8 0s, 8 1s, 12 2s, 11 3s, 10 
4s, 8 5s, 9 6s, 8 7s, 12 8s, and 14 9s.  



 

 

 

Requests From The ART Room 



 

 

 
19th Nate PrepG 
19th Zarah PrepL 
19th Kane 3/4S 

20th Jai 1V 
21 Kaylee 5/6M 

22nd Mia 1V 
22nd Layla 3/4S 
23rd Aidan 3/4O 
25th Darcy 3/4L 
26th Logan 3/4O 

30th Arabella 3/4O 
30th Sam 5/6J 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Latest application date 25/6/2021, 
the sooner the application is made 
the sooner the funds may become 
available. 



 

 


