Wilson Centre Newsletter
GEMBROOK PRIMARY SCHOOL
Term 1 - 2021
Welcome back
For our new students and families, welcome to grade 1 and 2 in 2021, and for returning families,
welcome back! We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas, New Year and a relaxing break. We
have so many exciting things coming up in Term 1, including our Information Night, Getting to
Know You Interviews and much more! We are looking forward to beginning term 1 in our
classrooms and more importantly, with our new students! We will be learning a lot, having fun and
starting the year strong.

Literacy
At Gembrook Primary School, each student has a Writer’s
Notebook. To encourage students writing capabilities, we use
the Writer’s Notebook for students to add anything including
their ideas, thoughts and feelings. The contents of a Writer’s
Notebook is individual and can contain ideas, words, quotes,
images, reflections, stories, flyers, cards, song lyrics… the list is
endless! This will be a large part of our writing unit at the
beginning of this term. This is such an important part of our
writing program as it will assist your child to think of a variety
of topics to write about. Last year we sent home a paper bag,
asking for students to bring in anything that could be used as a
writing prompt for this year (and for items to cover their
books). These items could be pictures, cuttings from
magazines, letters, cartoons, drawings… We hope that
students will continue to bring in these items so we can
continue to add to our Writer’s Notebook.
Alongside our Writer’s Notebook, we will also be exploring the
structures of recounts and imaginative stories this term.
In reading, we will learn accuracy and comprehension
strategies and develop our use of schema to aid understanding.
Home reading is an important homework requirement, and all
students are expected to read each night. A variety of materials
are available at school and we will teach students how to select
‘just right’ books. Students are expected to take responsibility
for changing their own books. We prefer this job to be
completed before 9 am to maximize learning time in the
morning. It is important for students to read a variety of
levelled readers and reading material selected from home and
other sources, as well.
Students will work on M100W words and will be spelling at
their level. Individual spelling words will be given once
assessments have been completed. If you are eager to work on
words, please refer to the M100W first one hundred words.
Thank you for supporting your child’s learning by practising
these skills at home regularly.

Diary and
home reading
Students will use their diaries
to help them organise their
learning. It is an important
part of communication
between school and home
and will be used on most
days. Students will be
expected to change their
readers and have their diaries
open on their tables before 9
am.
It is expected that students
will have their diary and
blue bag at school every day.
Thank you for your support
in helping your child achieve
this. Remember to keep a
running total of each night that
you read with your child. Write
this number in their diaries so
that they can receive reading
awards promptly.
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Numeracy
Our focus this term is on developing, basic number facts, and place value. In our applied topics we will
explore activities in measurement and shape. Calendar activities will link into our inquiry topics and
events as they occur throughout the year. Time is a component of measurement and it is important to
include time as part of our daily conversations with students, both at home and school. We will be
setting individual goals to develop number capabilities. To support your child, looking for maths in
everyday situations is a great way to extend your child’s learning.
Inquiry
The grade 1/2’s will complete a history unit at the beginning of the term, which will cover a range of
concepts relating to our personal histories. Within the unit, students will explore who the people in their
family are, describe where they were born and raised and how they are related to each other and how
their stories are communicated and shared. They will also investigate the differences in family
structures and the role of family groups today, and what they have in common and how these have
changed or remained the same over time.
Science
Later in the term, we will be completing a chemical science unit, where students will identify everyday
materials and their properties. They will also have opportunities to observe and describe changes to the
properties of everyday materials. Predicting the changes that can happen to everyday materials is
important in understanding the best way to manage things such as, food handling and cooking,
construction and packaging.
Reminders:
Students are expected to be in full school uniform at school. This includes black shoes and a broad
brimmed, navy hat.
Students are encouraged to bring a drink bottle that they can drink from during class time. Please only
fill this with water. Ensure your child regularly brings it home to be washed.
If not already done so, please also remember to send an art smock in for your child so that it can go into
the class smock tub for Art.
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Please feel free to talk to us about anything pertaining to your child.
Whilst we must be mindful of social distancing and mask wearing,
classrooms are open for parents to briefly come in and chat to teachers.
We are also just an email or phone call away.
Thank you,
The 1/2 Teaching Team.
Kirsten, Christian, Hayley and Jess.

