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Gembrook Primary School 
 

Mission Statement 

A view to the future 

 

17th February 2021 

Vision: To provide every student with every  
opportunity to be the best they can be.  

School Office Hours 8.30am-4.30pm 

FEBRUARY  

Friday 19th Helping your child read info session 9-10am (details 
TBA on Compass) 

Tuesday 25th  EDEC Swimming (selected students) 

Wednesday 24th  Whole school information evening @ 5pm 
Helping your child read 6PM 

Thursday 25th  School Council Meeting 7pm 

Friday 26th  Curriculum Day (student free day) 

MARCH  

Monday 1st House Athletics Gr 3-6, PFA morning tea 9am in 
staffroom, HPV Parent Info session 4pm 

Wednesday 3rd-
24th 

K-Motion 3:20pm-5pm  every Wednesday after-
noon  

Friday 5th &  
Saturday 6th  

P.E. Storeroom 2 day Working Bee ( please see details 

on page 3.) 

Monday 8th  Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 10th  Preps at school. 

Gembrook Primary School is a vibrant and aspirational educa-

tion community, providing a safe and supportive learning envi-

ronment that enables a personalised, engaging and challeng-

ing learning program. Our objective is for students to achieve 

the academic, social, emotional and physical growth to thrive 

in a global society  

Wonderful 

weather to 

help celebrate 

our assembly 

in the Circle of 

Harmony on 

Friday  



 

 

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE 
 

Bren’s Banter 

Dear Families and Friends,  
 
Well, what a week it’s been! I hope you managed to get through the five days of stage four 
lockdown ok. It was simply fantastic having us all back together this morning and hopeful-
ly that’s the way it will stay! Thank you everyone for supporting ‘learning from home’ this 
week and keeping on-site attendance to an absolute minimum. I’m really proud of our sup-
portive and united community and I know that we can rise to ANY challenge that comes 
our way.   
I would love to share with you a few highlights for me from the past week: 
Last Friday afternoon was our first whole school assembly with parent attendance for such 
a long time. It really was quite emotional looking out from the lectern in the Circle of Har-
mony at a sea of students and parents and carers. It felt like such a strong ‘reconnection’ 
of our school community. The assembly was also quite special as our wonderful school 
wellbeing officer Vikki Noisette, delivered a beautiful and moving acknowledgement of the 
thirteenth anniversary of the Kevin Rudd Government’s apology to Indigenous Australians.   
Another highlight happened last Friday following the announcement of the return to stage 
four lockdown. We called a staff meeting immediately after school to discuss plans for 
supporting our students and families during the lockdown period. We truly need to 
acknowledge and be grateful for the incredible team of teachers and staff that we have at 
Gembrook PS. Teachers stayed back and worked into the evening preparing learning grids 
and activities for students learning from home.   
I’m incredibly proud of our team.   
 
Preps and Grade 5 & 6 buddies 
It is such a lovely experience observing just how well our senior school students are caring 
for our brand new preps. The care and guidance that our senior students have shown has 
been outstanding so thank you! Together with our three brilliant prep teachers, Mrs. Law-
rence, Mrs. McMahon and Mrs. Liston, our new preps are in very good hands and are in for 
a fantastic year of learning at Gembrook! 
 
Whole school information evening 
Of course with the reintroduction of stage four restrictions last Friday, we have had to 
postpone our whole school information evening.  The new date is Wednesday 24th February 
and again, we’ll kick off at 5:00pm with a free sausage sizzle, followed by an introduction 
from our school captains Eva and Corazon.  
Then our learning centre information sessions will start at 6:00pm for Preps, 6:25pm for 
Grade 1/2, 6:50pm for Grade 3/4  and 7:15pm for Grade 5/6. 
We’d love to see you there as there’ll be lots of things discussed including: 

 Education programs 

 Classroom learning structures, student learning goals and activities. 

 Class expectations 

 Importance of the link between home and school. 



 

 

A VIEW TO THE FUTURE 
 

Bren’s Banter cont.…. 

Swimming Carnival  
What an awesome day was had by all who attended our grade 3-6 swimming carnival on 
Wednesday 3rd Feb. Perfect weather and smiles all round was the order of the day with our 
students competing in a range of events and representing their house team superbly at 
Lilydale Swimming Pool.   
A big thank you to our wonderful P.E. teacher Mr. Adnam and Miss. Banks who organised 
such a fantastic day. Thank you to all teachers and staff who gave our students such a 
great experience. Thank you also to the mums and dads who came along to support, cheer 
and enjoy the day! Finally, thank you to our wonderful students who participated through-
out the day in great spirit, looking after each other and representing our school so well.   
Final results: 
4th place: Kurth Kiln 179 points 
3rd place: Redwood 208 points 
2nd place: Tynong 212 points 
1st place: Beenak 271points 
 
Getting To Know You Interviews 
Throughout last week, teachers conducted ‘Getting To Know You’ interviews. These inter-
views, at the start of a school year, provide an excellent opportunity for teachers, parents 
and students to discuss and share information relevant to learning and vital to ongoing 
improvement and success. Thank you to our teachers who provided flexible interview 
times during the week that often extended into the evening.   
 
PANDA Award! 
At last Friday’s assembly, Mrs. V launched the return of our weekly PANDA (Perfect At-
tendance No Days Absent) AWARD, with students with perfect attendance, including 
prompt arrival, for the week having the opportunity to win a FREE lunch order! Research 
states that regular and prompt attendance at school is absolutely essential for success in 
learning! Who will be our first PANDA award winner? 
 
Have a great week everyone and all the best,  

Bren 
Brendan Fitzpatrick,  
Principal. 

Help needed P.E. Storerooms Working Bee  
Friday 5th March 9am 

Emptying storeroom, sorting and cleaning equipment 
Saturday 6th March 9am 

Gutting storeroom of existing mezzanine floor and shelving,  
assembling new shelving repacking equipment. 

All helpers gratefully appreciated. 



 

 

Anaphylaxis / Food Allergy 
  

There are a growing number of children who suffer from a variety of  
allergies.   Most serious are those allergic to foods such as nuts, nut products, and 
dairy products, and their severe reaction is known as anaphylaxis.   At Gembrook 
Primary School, we have a child who is in this category. 
  
The teaching staff have a number of procedures in place to ensure that  
appropriate precautions are taken.   Parents are requested to be very conscious of 
the danger that food allergies pose for some children. 
  
We ask you to support the health of children with food allergies by ensuring that 
your child understands that they should not touch food that belongs to someone 
else and should not share food. It would also be appreciated if families could 
avoid sending products containing nuts (including peanut butter, cookies, muesli 
bars with nuts etc) to school in your child’s lunch.   Peanut butter for breakfast 
and dinner but not for lunch!  It is vitally important to please wash hands thor-
oughly if handling these foods before coming into the school.  
  
If you are sending food for sharing, perhaps for a birthday, we ask that the class-
room teacher is informed prior to the time, so that the parents of these children 
are given the opportunity to provide a special treat for them on the day. 
  
Thank you for your understanding. 

A Department of Education  
Mobile Phone and Digital Devices Policy  

came into effect from Term 1, 2020 
Students will be required to switch off and store phones or devices securely 

from the first bell until the last bell each day.  
At Gembrook Primary School students will need to hand in their phone or de-

vice to the office when they arrive at school and collect it after the dismis-
sal bell. Phones will be in a locked filing cabinet throughout the day. 

Families should contact the school office should you need to pass an urgent  
message to your children prior to 3pm. 

The updated school policy has been ratified by school council and is uploaded 
to the school website . 



 

 

Students Late to School 
ALL students who are late to school (as of 9am )  

MUST  
collect a late pass from the office and  

be signed in by a  parent 
BEFORE 

they go to class 
Roles are marked as soon as students arrive in class 

This is to ensure that the school has an accurate role of students who are present 

Student Absences 
Please notify the school of student absences before 9.30am on the day of the absence.   

Notification via COMPASS, the school app, is preferable. 

At 9:30am parents of students with an unexplained absence will receive and SMS  link as a 
further prompt and way of reporting an absence 



 

 

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS INDUCTION 

Dear Families 

The Department of Education requires all  volunteer workers to have an induction 
each year. The next session will be Friday 12th February at 9am.  Please meet Mrs 
Drew in the office foyer. The school relies on and values our volunteers. If you think 
you can contribute some time then please come along to this  induction session. If 
this time is not suitable for you please contact the office and Mrs Drew will endeavour 
to organise a time that suits. 

Thank you 

Annual privacy reminder  
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for 
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Pol-
icy available on the school website.  

 

Conveyance Allowance 2021  
Applications are now available for conveyance allowance for Term 1.  
This allowance is available to Gembrook Primary School students who 
use a private car to travel to school and who live 4.8k or more by the 
shortest practicable route from the school or the last stop on the school 
bus route and attend the nearest appropriate school at which admission is 
possible.  
Your application is valid for the entire school year if your circumstances 
do not change.  
Application Forms are available at the school office and should be sub-
mitted to the school by Friday March 12 2021 More information about 
the Conveyance Allowance Program is available at hhttp://

Update Contact Information 

Please inform the school if your contact information changes.   
Changes can be made on the COMPASS app or by contacting the school of-
fice. We must be able to contact you in case your child is sick or has been in-
jured. If the primary carers / parents don’t respond, the emergency contacts 
provided on your child’s enrolment form will be contacted. 



 

 

Emergency Management at Gembrook PS 
We are now approaching summer in Victoria. 
Therefore we all need to ensure that we are well 
prepared in the event of a bushfire emergency.   
 
The following is an update from The Depart-
ment of Education and Training regarding pro-
cedures for our school during the bushfire sea-
son. 
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Vic-
toria to provide clear direction on the safest  op-
tions for preserving life.  
Schools and children’s services such as  
Gembrook Primary School are listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) and will be 
closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology dis-
trict. Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days’ notice of a potential Code Red 
day closure via letter, email, Compass, school electronic sign and the school website. A Code Red 
day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the 
day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we 
will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.  
  
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the 
weather forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrange-
ments for your child. It is also important to note that:  

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.  
 Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days  
 School camps and excursions will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is deter-

mined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located.  
  
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such 
days children should never be left at home or in the care of older children.  
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are fore-
cast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.  
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed 
our Emergency Management Plan.  
What can parents do?  

 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care ar-
rangements in the event that our school is closed.  

 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in 
touch with us by reading our newsletters.  

 Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or 
in a coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during 
your stay.  

 If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival 
plan.  

 You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Ed-
ucation and Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/
pages/closures.aspx  

  
For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or 

call the 24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667.  

Thank you for your support 
 



 

 

 

Reader of the Week:  Cooper 5/6J 

Writer of the Week:  Zarah Prep L 

Speller of the Week:  Brooklyn 1F 

Mathlete of the Week:  Edith 3/4O 

Reader of the Week:  Claire 3/4L 

Writer of the Week:  Kaylee 5/6M 

Speller of the Week:  Evita 2B 

Mathlete of the Week:  Hunter 2W 



 

 

Natalie Prep L 

It has been wonderful to watch your first week in school Natalie. You are a quiet and persistent learn-
er who always tries her best! With that attitude, you are sure to achieve amazing things this year!  

 

Bladen Prep M  

For demonstrating respect and high expectations of yourself as you have settled into school. Well done on 
making new friends in the playground. Keep up the great work Bladen.  

 

Tahlia Prep J  

For making such a tremendous start to school. Tahlia you have such a fantastic attitude towards learning in 
class and you always display our values of Respect and High Expectations. Well done Tahlia, I know you 

are going to have a great year in Prep J  
 

Laura 1V 

Laura you have returned to school with great enthusiasm towards your learning. You demonstrate great lis-
tening and you contribute respectfully to our classroom discussions.  

Fantastic effort Laura! 
 

Fletcher 1F 
For the wonderful start you have made to the year Fletcher! You always show respect by helping others and 

being kind. Keep up the great work Fletcher!  
 

Koby 2B 
Koby, what a fantastic start back at school you have had. You consistently set the standard for our class by 

demonstrating respect and high expectations at all times. What a wonderful young leader you are becoming! 
 

Zac 2W 

Zac, what a fantastic start to Grade 2! You have demonstrated respect, excellent listening skills, and a great 
work ethic. Thank you for always being a wonderful role model in the classroom. Keep up the great work!  

 

Kayla 3/4L 
 For your great start at Gembrook Primary School and your fantastic attitude towards learning! You have had 

such a positive start and followed our school values of respect and high expectations beautifully. We are 
very lucky to have you in 3/4L!  

 

Fletcher 3/4O 
You have had an excellent start to the year at Gembrook Primary School. I can see that when you set your 
mind to something, you are a diligent and hard worker. I look forward to seeing all the amazing things you 

achieve Fletcher.  
 

Flynn 3/4S 
For the positive attitude you have  held towards starting at Gembrook Primary School. You have settled in 

well, engaged respectfully with all your peers, and completed your work to a high standard. Well done!  
 

Dakota 5/6J 
 Dakota, your attitude to returning to school has radiated positivity and enthusiasm. You consistently uphold 
our school values of High Expectations, when you look to extend your learning and take initiative when pre-
paring yourself for upcoming lessons.I was so impressed by your tenacity at our school swimming carnival 

and cannot wait to see what goals you apply yourself to. Keep up the excellent effort, I am so glad you are a 
member of the 5/6J team this year.  

 

Amelia 5/6M 
Well done on an outstanding start to your Grade 5 year Amelia! You apply yourself diligently during all learn-
ing experiences and ensure that you are well organised throughout the day. Your respectful nature and en-
thusiastic attitude are welcome additions to our classroom. We are so lucky that you have joined the GPS 

team! Congratulations.  
 

Alessi 2B ART 
Alessi, you are receiving this for completing a beautiful cover page  for your visual diary for 2021. I can’t wait 

to see what you will create in art this year! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
Name: Taryn Smith 

Position: Levelled Literacy Education (LLI) 

When I’m not at school: I’m hanging out with my 

kids, family and friends. I love going to the beach 

and exploring beautiful parks. 

Favourite book/author: I love reading biog-

raphies and motivational books. Some of my favour-

ite authors are Tony Robbins, Brene Brown and Jay Shetty. 

Favourite sports team: Collingwood Football Club, and I love watch-

ing the tennis and basketball. 

Something that always cheers me up: Hugs from my kids and being 

outdoors in the sunshine. 

Favourite holiday destination: Somewhere warm and near the water. 

Favourite style of music: Rock and indie. 

Favourite song: Florence and the Machine- You've Got the Love 

Hobbies: Cooking, reading, the outdoors, playing basketball and I 

have just started learning the piano. 

Why I am passionate about working at GPS: I love the students and 

families at Gembrook Primary School. I am grateful to work in a close knit, 

caring, friendly and supportive community with dedicated teachers and 

staff.  



 

 

 Gemmie’s Mind Blowing 

Maths ..1,2,3… 

Can you make this equation true by 

just moving one match stick? 

 

There are two answers.  

Come see Mrs D with your one or two answers to see if they are 
correct. You will receive a smiley face sticker for each correct answer. 
😊 

One correct answer = one smiley face sticker  

Two correct answers = two smiley face stickers 

 (Watch this space for the correct answers in the next newsletter) 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Gembrook Parents and Friends Associa-
tion would like to welcome you to join an 

information morning tea in the school staf-
froom, on Monday 1st March.  

The work a PFA the do is invaluable to our 
school, from fundraising for the betterment 
of the school to helping build connections 

within the school community. 
The information session will detail the 

roles, big and small, that are carried out by 
PFA members.  

Please join us for a cuppa and a chat. 
All expressions of interest are welcome 
and we look forward to seeing you then.  

 
When : Monday 1st March  
Time : 9am 
Venue: School staffroom. 
 



 

 



 

 

 

18th Angus 5/6M 
19th Hunter 2W 
22nd Curtis 2B 

Georgia 2W 
23rd Sienna-Rose 5/6J 

25th Anna 2B 
 



 

 

 

Latest application date 25/6/2021, 
the sooner the application is made 
the sooner the funds may become 
available. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


